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CROSS  KEYS 
St Peter’s Anglican Church Bundoora   
Cnr Grimshaw and Monckton Streets Bundoora                                                                
www.stpetersbundoora.org.au

St Peter’s  
Mission Statement 

“God’s Kingdom requires 
us to make Disciples” 
with the GOAL being 

“Outreach”

 

Christmas Traditions: A Tapestry of Faith, Family, and Festivity 
                  Contributed by Stephen Lewis 

Christmas is one of the most celebrated holidays around the world, a time when people come 
together to honour religious customs, foster familial bonds, and bask in the spirit of generosity and 
joy. These traditions vary across regions, cultures, and individual families, but at the heart of it all, 
they symbolise the essence of the season. Let us explore the multifaceted tapestry of Christmas 
traditions, highlighting the rich interplay between religious and social customs. 

For many, Christmas is, above all, a religious holiday commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ. 
Christians worldwide celebrate this pivotal event with various traditions and rituals. Central to this 
is the tradition of attending church services. The midnight mass on Christmas Eve is a significant 
gathering, where believers come together to sing hymns, listen to the Nativity story, and partake in 
Holy Communion. 

Reading from the Bible, particularly the passages from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke that 
describe the birth of Jesus, is a profound religious tradition. It helps believers focus on the spiritual 
aspect of Christmas and reflect on the significance of Christ's birth. 

The nativity scene is another iconic religious tradition. Families set up a nativity scene in their 
homes, depicting the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. This serves as a constant reminder of the 
religious aspect of Christmas and the humble beginnings of the Saviour. 

Beyond the religious observances Christmas holds a special place in the hearts of people as a 
time for coming together with family and friends. These social traditions often start with the 
decoration of homes. Stringing up colourful lights, hanging ornaments on the Christmas tree, and 
adorning houses with wreaths and garlands, create a festive atmosphere. 

The Christmas tree itself is a symbol of tradition. Families often gather to choose and decorate the 
tree, making it a collective effort that signifies the unity of the family. The ornaments on the tree 
may hold sentimental value, with each one telling a story or representing a cherished memory.  
  Continued Page 3

 

http://www.stpetersbundoora.org.au
http://www.stpetersbundoora.org.au


Issue 42                                                    St. Peter’s Anglican Church                 December 2023 January 2024

St Peter’s Anglican Church                                                                                                                            Page �2

 

Calendar  
Sunday 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist 
Wednesday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 9.30 a.m.  Sunday School 
Meditation - Saturday 10.00 a.m.   
Everyone is welcome.  Contact Ranjit 
Wijesinha for more information  
0403 654 549. 
Vasey House - Wednesday 11.00a.m. 
St Peter’s conducts a Church Service at 
Vasey House.   
Contact Sylvia 0425 971 179 
Choir Practice - Thursday 7.30 p.m. In the 
Church (wearing masks is mandatory).  
Contact Ken Foggie - Choir Master  
0409 933 166 
Life Groups - Wednesday 8.00 p.m. 
Via Zoom. Please contact Shirley Nash 0403 
601 713 for details 
Messy Church - 4.00p.m. to 6.00p.m.  
2nd Sunday of the month 
Messy Church is Christ-centred  
and welcoming to everyone - singles, 
adults, and families, not just children, 
focused on fun with craft, activities, stories 
and a meal to share together. Everyone 
from the community is welcome.  
Conversation, Craft and Coffee - 2nd 
Friday of each month 2p.m. Meeting Room 
Tamil Service Every 3rd Sunday at 4p.m.

The	Vicar	
Reverend	Stephen	Monsiegneur	

Mobile:	0439	070	299		
Email:		monsiegneurs@gmail.com

Live Streaming of St Peter’s Services 
www.stpetersbundoora.org.au   
Youtube St Peter’s Bundoora

December - January Events 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH BUFFET 
Delicious 3 Course Meal 

Sunday 3rd December 12 Noon 
$30.00 

Raffle tickets will be on sale for  
Christmas goods 

MESSY CHURCH  
Thursday 21st December 

4pm in the Hall 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Nine Lessons and Carols		

10th December 7pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
24th December 

8.00am Holy Communion 
9.30am Sung Eucharist 

4pm Children & Family service 
10.30pm Carols before 11.00pm service 

11.00pm Midnight Mass 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
25th December 

9.00am Sung Eucharist 

DISCOVERER’S OUTING 
Boxing day 26th December 

Boxing Day Cricket Test 

AUSTRALIA DAY BRUNCH 
Friday 26th January, 2024  

following an Australia Day Eucharist 

As you celebrate 
Christmas may you be 
surrounded by the love 

of family. May 2024 
bring you much 

contentment.

mailto:monsiegneurs@gmail.com
mailto:monsiegneurs@gmail.com
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seasonal treats, and a bustling atmosphere 
for locals and visitors. 

Christmas is a season of giving, and many 
traditions centre around acts of charity. In the 
United States, the tradition of "Operation 
Christmas Child" involves filling shoeboxes 
with toys and essentials for underprivileged 
children. This gesture of kindness resonates 
with the spirit of giving and sharing blessings. 

Additionally, many participate in volunteering 
at shelters and food banks during the holiday 
season, recognising the importance of 
helping those in need. These charitable 
traditions highlight the true essence of 
Christmas: compassion and goodwill towards 
others. 

Christmas traditions, with their intertwining of 
religious and social customs, weave a vibrant 
tapestry of faith, family, and festivity. The 
religious traditions remind us of the profound 
significance of Christ's birth, while the social 
customs unite families and communities in a 
spirit of joy and togetherness. Cultural and 
regional variations add depth and diversity, 
making Christmas a global celebration with 
unique flavours. Above all, the charitable 
traditions encourage us to share the warmth 
and joy of the season with those less 
fortunate. In this tapestry of traditions, 
Christmas remains a timeless celebration of 
love, hope, and renewal. 
Ref: Google sites - Steven Lewis

Continued from Page 1 

Gift-giving is a hallmark of Christmas 
tradition. The act of selecting, wrapping, and 
exchanging gifts is a gesture of love and 
appreciation. It fosters a sense of generosity 
and care, symbolising the gifts brought by the 
Magi to the baby Jesus. 

Christmas dinner is a feast to remember. 
Families often gather for a special meal, 
which may include roast turkey, ham, or other 
traditional dishes. It's a time for culinary 
traditions passed down through generations. 
In some cultures, particular foods like the 
Yule log cake or egg nog have special 
significance. 

Carolling is a cherished tradition that brings 
communities together. Groups of singers 
roam the neighbourhood, spreading holiday 
cheer through joyful songs. This custom 
embodies the spirit of sharing happiness with 
others during Christmas. 

For children, eagerly awaiting the arrival of 
Santa Claus on Christmas Eve is a cherished 
social tradition. Leaving out milk and cookies 
for Santa and carrots for his reindeer is a 
heartfelt act of belief and anticipation. 

The beauty of Christmas traditions lies in 
their diversity. Cultural and regional variations 
add depth to the celebration, making it 
unique to each locale. For example, in 
Scandinavian countries, Saint Lucia's Day on 
December 13th is celebrated with 
processions of children wearing white robes 
and crowns of candles. This tradition 
symbolises the return of light during the 
darkest time of the year. 

In Mexico, the "Posadas" are a series of re-
enactments of Mary and Joseph's search for 
lodging, and they take place from December 
16th to 24th. People go from house to house, 
singing and asking for shelter, until they are 
finally welcomed inside, symbolising the birth 
of Jesus. 

The Christmas market tradition is prominent 
in Europe, where festive markets spring up in 
town squares, offering handmade crafts, 

 
May the true spirit of Christmas 

shine in your heart  
and light your path. 
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The Candy Cane Story 
200 years ago in England people were not allowed to celebrate Christmas. 
So a Christian Candy Maker made a candy shaped like a shepherd’s crook 
to be a secret symbol of Jesus.  
He made it pure white to symbolise the goodness of Jesus.  
If the candy cane is help upright it is like a shepherds crook, which he used 
as he watched over his sheep, so it reminds us that Jesus cares and 
watches over us.  
If you turn the candy upside down it is a “J” the first letter of Jesus’ name.  
The red stripes on the candy cane are to remind us that Jesus shed his 
blood on the cross for us. 
The candy cane is also breakable so that it can be shared with others.  
Show your love this Christmas and tell the story of the candy cane so that 
everyone will remember what Christmas is all about. 

 

A Spot Of Humour 
The Vicar had to go interstate, so he left instructions with the sacristan to order a Christmas sign to 
go over the door. The sacristan lost the instructions and sent a telegram to the Vicar 

 ‘Send a copy of motto and dimensions.’  
The clerk at the post office who took the reply promptly fainted. It read  

“Unto us a child is born. Eight feet long and three feet wide.”  

CHRISTMAS CRACKER JOKES  
Q: How do sheep greet each other 
at Christmas?  
A: A Merry Christmas to ewe!  

Q: What does Father Christmas 
write on his Christmas cards? 
A: 
ABCDEFGHIJKMNOPQRSTUVWX
YZ (No-L!).  

Q: Why are Christmas trees like 
bad knitters? 
A: They both drop their needles.  

Q: What do you give a train driver 
for Christmas?  
A: Platform shoes.  

Q: How did Mary and Joseph know 
that Jesus weighed 7lbs 6ozs at 
birth?  
A: Because they had Away in a 
Manger.  

           �

PUTTING CHRIST INTO CHRISTMAS 
‘Twas the night before Christmas, the eve of Christ’s birth; 
Many people were resting all over the earth.  
The shepherds were watching their sheep in the night, 
When all of a sudden they saw a bright light.  
And what to their wondering eyes should appear  
But a beautiful Angel, high up in the air. 
His face was all shining; his garment so bright,  
That the shepherds began to tremble with fright,  
But as he came nearer, the words that he said  
Soon gave them to know there was nothing to dread. 
He told them of ‘Peace,’ with no fear or danger,  
For their Wonderful Gift they would find in a Manger. 
So leaving their sheep they went into town. 
To seek for this Gift; they would look all around.  
They came to the stable, the covers they lift,  
And there in the Manger, God’s Wonderful Gift.  
So pure and so holy, so full of God’s love, 
They knew it was Jesus, God’s gift from above.  
And so as we think of this Saviour again, 
May our worship this Christmas not be in vain.  
Let us love Him and trust Him; there’s none that’s too small; 
May the Lord richly bless you. 
Merry Christmas to you all.
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Season’s Greetings and Merry Christmas 
I have a list of folks I know,  
All written in a book;  
And every year when Christmas comes,  
I go and take a look; 
And that is when I realise that these names are a 
part;  
Not of the book they’re written in, but of my very 
heart. 

For each name stands for someone who has 
crossed my path some time,  
And in that meeting they’re become the rhythm in 
each rhyme,  
And while it sounds fantastic for me to make this 
claim, 
I really feel that I’m composed of each 
remembered name. 

And while you may not be aware of any ‘special 
link”, 
Just meeting you has changed my life a lot more 
than you think, 
For once I’ve met somebody, the years cannot 
erase 
The memory of a pleasant word or of a friendly 
face.  

So never think my Christmas cards are just a mere 
routine 
Of names upon a  Christmas  list forgotten in 
between 
For when I send a Christmas card that is 
addressed to you. 
It’s because you’re on the list of folks whom I’m 
indebted to  

For I am but the total of the many folks I’ve met, 
And you happen to be one of those I prefer not to 
forget.  
And whether I have known you for many years or 
few, 
In some way, you have had a part in shaping 
things I do. 

And every year when Christmas comes, I realise 
anew,  
The best gift life can offer, is meeting folks like you! 
And may the Spirit of Christmas that forever 
endures,  
Leave its richest blessings in the heart of You and 
Yours!

80 80 80 028 Help Line 
Twas the month after Christmas and all 
through the house,  
Nothing would fit me, not even a blouse. 
The stuffing I'd nibbled, the turkey I'd taste 
The yummies I'd eaten gone straight to my 
waist. 
The wine and the mince pies, the bread and 
the cheese 
I should just have said, "No thank you, 
please.” 
So as I dressed myself in my husband's old 
flannel shirt, 
I couldn't believe my bottom and belly- the 
girth! 
I said to myself, as only I can, 
“You can't spend the year disguised as a 
man!" 
So away with the last of the sour-cream dip, 
Get rid of the fruitcake, every cracker and 
chip.  
Every last bit of food that I like must be 
banished  
Until all the additional ounces have vanished. 
I won't have a cookie, not even a lick. 
Instead I'll chew on a long celery stick. 
I won't have Irish coffees, or chocolates, or 
pie,  
I'll munch on a carrot and quietly cry:  
"I'm hungry, I'm lonesome, and life is a bore-  
But isn't that what January is for?" 
Unable to giggle, no longer a riot, 
Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet!  
For those who are affected by this poem you 
can ring the special diet helpline on the 
following number: 
80 80 80 028  
(Ate Nothing, Ate Nothing, Ate Nothing, 
Nothing to Ate) 
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Ten Commandments For  
Reducing Stress In 2024  

  
1. Thou shalt NOT be perfect, nor even 

try to be.  
2. Thou shalt NOT try to be all things to 

all people.  
3. Thou shalt leave things undone that 

ought to be done.  
4. Thou shalt NOT spread thyself too 

thin.  
5. Thou shalt learn to say ‘NO’.  
6. Thou shalt schedule time for thyself 

and thy supportive network.  
7. Thou shalt switch off and do nothing 

regularly.  
8. Thou shalt be boring, untidy, inelegant 

and unattractive at times.  
9. Thou shalt NOT even feel guilty  
10. Especially thou shalt NOT be thine 

own worst enemy, but be thy best 
friend! 

A NEW YEAR PRAYER:  
May the Lord make my new year a happy 
one... 
Not by shielding me from sorrow and pain, 
but by strengthening me to bear it ,if it 
comes.  
Not by making my path easy, but by making 
me sturdy enough to tread any path. 
Not by taking hardship from me, but by taking 
all cowardice and fear from my heart, as I 
meet hardships.  
Not by granting me unbroken sunshine, but 
by keeping my face bright even in the 
shadows. 
Not by making my life always pleasant, but 
by showing me where people and His cause 
need me most and by making me willing to 
be there and help.  
God, make my year a happy one. 

One Long Extended Gift  
Although it may be a little ahead of schedule, it’s 
not too early to give some things away this 
Christmas. Not just on Christmas Day but during 
the days leading up to December 25th. We could 
call these daily gifts “our Christmas projects”. 
Maybe one every day from now until then.  
Here are some suggestions. 
Take your choice. 
✦ hug someone; 
✦ seek out a forgotten friend; 
✦ mend a quarrel; 
✦ forgive an enemy; 
✦ be gentle and patient with an angry person;  
✦ express appreciation; 
✦ make or bake something for someone 

anonymously; 
✦ release a grudge;  
✦ listen and apologise if you were wrong;  
✦ acknowledge another’s sorrow; 
✦ treat someone to an ice-cream;  
✦ pray for someone who helped when you hurt;  
✦ encourage an older person;  
✦ offer to babysit for a weary mother. 

Let’s make Christmas one long, extended gift of 
ourselves to others - without announcement, or 
obligation, or reservation, or hypocrisy.  That is 
Christianity, is’t it? 
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Christmas Carol Match  
Match the song lyric on the left to its song title on the right.

Lyrics Song

1. Now the Jingle Bell Hop has begun A. Away in a Manger

2. How are thy leaves so verdant B. Deck the Halls

3, And heaven and nature sing C. Frosty the Snowman

4. It’s the best time of the year D. Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

5. Two eyes made out of coal E. Here Comes Santa Claus

6. City sidewalks, busy sidewalks F. Holly Jolly Christmas

7. What fun it is to laugh and sing G. Carol of the Bells

8. I gave you my heart H. Jingle Bells 

9. Bells are ringing, children singing I. Joy to the World

10. The stars are brightly shining J. Let it Snow 

11. All is calm, all is bright K. O Holy Night

12. Christmas is here, bringing good cheer L. Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer

13. I’ve brought some corn for popping M. Silent Night

14. They used to laugh and call him names N. Sleigh Ride 

15. In the lane, snow is glistening O. The 12 Days of Christmas

16. Glory to the new born King P.  Silver Bells

17. Little Lord Jesus no crying he makes Q. Jingle Bell Rock

18. Fa la la la la la la la la R. Winter Wonderland

19. Five Golden Rings S. O Christmas Tree

20. Giddy yap, giddy yap, let’s go T. Last Christmas

Do you know, ho ho ho: 
How much did Santa’s sleigh cost?   Nothing it was on the house. 
Why don’t you see Santa in Public Hospitals?  He’s got private elf cover.  
Where does Santa go for his holiday? To a ho-ho-hotel. 
If Santa brings you a duck, what would you call it?  A Christmas Quacker. 
How can you tell that Santa is real? You can always sense his presents. 
What nationality is Santa? He’s North Polish.
Christmas Carol Match Answers 
1.Q  2.S  3.I   4.F  5.C  6.P  7.H  8.T  9.E  10.K  11.M  12.G  13.J  14.L  15.R  16.D  17.A 18.B 19.O  20.N
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Saturday 14th October 
The 14th October was an important date for 
Australians as they ventured to the local 
polling booths to make a big decision, “YES 
or NO”. 
However, on that particular date, there was 
a more important decision to be made by 
the people in Bundoora. 
Will I buy my sausage at the St Peter’s 
Polling Booth, followed by a choice of some 
yummy cakes, or do I venture to Bunnings, 
where I can wander the store and enjoy a 
hot sausage in bread, from the team 
operating the barbeque in Thomastown. 
In some ways, it didn’t matter. Both were 
busy, both were given good patronage and 
both helped to raise funds, which were 
boosted by the sale of many cakes 
available at the Bundoora end. 
Teams had early starts in preparation and 
by the time the sausages were sold, 
cleaning completed and money counted, it 
had been a long day. 
All volunteers, whether operating at the 
cake stall or one of the Barbeques, or 
baking cakes, or attending to make a 
purchase, your efforts and assistance were 
very much appreciated. 
What’s more, the weather improved during 
the day to make it even better!

  
Here a look at the most popular toy gifts for 
children through the decades starting at the 
turn of the 19th Century. 
1900  Many children discovered a teddy bear or 
a train under their Christmas Tree in 1900.  
Also, some were lucky to receive the very new 
personal, hand held camera by Kodak. 
1910 Raggedy Ann and Andy burst on the 
scene and the Rocking Horse was another 
popular gift. 
1920 Tinker Toys, Yo-yos and Mickey Mouse 
were the most popular toys 
1930 was the decade of the Great Depression 
and gift giving adjusted accordingly. Gift giving 
became much simpler, giving an orange or 
homemade gifts were the order of the day. 
1940 not surprisingly war themed toys - 
soldiers, tanks, guns were a reflection of the 
time. Also plastic model aeroplane to build and 
Slinky toys. 
1950 Mr Potato Head arrived on the scene 
along with Match Box cars and Silly Putty. The 
gifts were smaller and open ended with lots of 
room for imagination. Ant Farms and Play-doh, 
Tonka trucks,Skateboards,Hula hoops and 
Barbie dolls were all sought over. 
1960 With a recovering economy gift giving 
again expanded. Dolls were very popular, 
including DI Joe for boys. Hot wheels and Nerf 
Balls 
1970 Strategic games like Risk, Dungeons and 
Dragons, Star Wars figures and Nerf Balls, 
UNO, and Etch-A-Sketch filled Christmas 
Stockings. 
1980 Pictionary, Rubik’s Cube, Legos, Care 
Bears and Cabbage Patch Kids. 
1990 Beanie Babies, Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles, Video games eg. Game Boy, Nintendo 
64 and the high maintenance Tamagotchi  
2000 Scooters  

2010 The gifts got smaller and way more 
expensive with anything from Apple being the 
much longed for: the iPod, iPhone, iPad 
along with hand held gaming devices and 
music players were at an all time high 
2020 Gaming systems are now a staple. 
Subscriptions to streaming services like 
Disney keep the entertainment close to 
home. 
Toys have changed and developed over he 
years.  They have adjusted to the current 
events and the country’s economy. Many 
toys continue to entertain the creative kids 
today 

  
Cake Stall

  
Sausage Sizzle
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High	Tea	
 Another successful fundraiser; a great social 
event and an opportunity to enjoy delightful 
food, (some too rich for diabetics), but I was 
certainly able to sample lots of delicious 
treats. 

While Brendan, like the rest of us, has aged 
another year since his last performance, his 
energy and presentation has not diminished. 
Having written reports about the High Tea 
before, it becomes difficult to think of a 
different perspective, to sum up the “Annual 
Event”; suffice it to say that it was another 
most enjoyable afternoon with people, who 
were there to enjoy themselves, the company 
of others, great food and the hand clapping 
and foot tapping that arises. 
The only downside was the care needed in 
the washing of some of the glasses and the 
 “old” crockery. 

Thanks to Noni and her team.

Some were just happy to be there,        others enjoyed a serious discussion,       Noni did say take your plate up for desert.

 Some moved to the Hokey Pokey from their chairs                while others enjoyed their moves on the floor

Mr Music Man - Brendan Scott
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Confirmation                                              Baptism                               Lighting of the New Fire

Vale : The Rev’d Noel Whale 
Noel died suddenly on 28th September at his home 
in Sunbury. Whilst Noel had been diagnosed with 
cancer not quite two weeks before, his death was 
unexpected. 
Noel’s funeral was conducted at St Georges East 
Ivanhoe on Monday 9th October 2023. 
The Rev Noel Whale, was the Priest at St Peter’s 
Bundoora, 2001 to 2011. 
The Photo Collage was prepared by Glenda Saitta.  
The following article ‘Retirement 2.0 calls for 50-
year priest.’ was written by Kirralee Nicolle and was 
published in the October 2022 tma 
melbourneanglican.org.au 
“Father Noel Whale’s career in ministry has taken 
him to the United Kingdom, Jerusalem, Turkey and 
Manhattan, as well as several parishes across 
Melbourne. He also served as Precentor of St 
Paul’s Cathedral for several years.Mr  Whale 
recently retired as vicar at Holy Trinity Port 
Melbourne, just prior to turning 81. 
He said he was born into a nominal Anglican 
family in Gippsland but knew early that the 
priesthood might be a pathway he wanted to 
pursue. He can remember telling his mother 
very early on he was interested in being 
ordained, and that she didn’t think it was a 
good idea at all. 
The family later moved to Dandenong where 
he said they lived on a shoestring. Here he 
became much more involved in the church. He 
was confirmed as a teenager by Rev. Michael 
Clark of St James’ Dandenong, a key influence 
in his life. 
Mr Whale left school without graduation to 
provide for his family and was forced to 
complete his education at night after work. He 
said he was always interested in the rest of the 
world, and eventually Dandenong began to feel 
small. He dreamed of living in the United 
Kingdom. All the while in the back of his mind, 
a call to ministry was growing. He moved to 
England in his early working life and settled at 
a parish in Kensington. 
Eventually in 1967, through the influence of 
former Melbourne Bishop James Grant AM and 

Frank Woods, 
former Archbishop 
of Melbourne he 
chose to study at 
St Stephen’s 
House in Oxford.  
He said the 
seminary study 
was challenging, 
as he had been in 
the workforce for 
10 years and had 
no tertiary 
education.  But he persisted. He was ordained 
at Christ Church Cathedral in Oxford in 1971, 
then served his curacy at St Michael’s and All 
Angels in Amersham. 
Mr Whale returned to Australia in 1973 by 
working as a chaplain on a migrant ship. He 
began his second curacy at All Saints’ 
Newtown in Geelong, before serving his first 
appointment as a priest in Australia at St 
Eanswythe’s in Altona. After nine years in this 
role, he took a leave of absence to study at St 
George’s College in Jerusalem, then briefly 
worked in Manhattan at the episcopal Church 
of Transfiguration. 
Upon his return to Australia, he served at St 
George’s East Ivanhoe and St Peter’s 
Bundoora. Between the appointments he also 
served a stint as Precentor of St Paul’s 
Cathedral.  
Mr Whale also retired twice - first when he 
was 70. But soon after this, he left retirement 
to take vicar role at Holy Trinity. 
Mr Whale said he had felt a lifelong 
responsibility to listen to the voice of God, and 
was committed to seeing God at work 
wherever he was.  
If you’re touched by the hand of God, in a way 
it’s scary. But it’s hugely liberating and (offers) 
confidence and security. And that’s what I love 
about it, the fact that I just feel that I don’t 
walk alone,” he said.” 

 

http://melbourneanglican.org.au
http://melbourneanglican.org.au
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    Counting the money collected in the Blue Jar

 

 
Vicarage Garden Parties

  
Noel enjoyed tending the Vicarage Garden

  

Tsunami Fund Raising Lunch       

Noel enjoyed a laugh

Vale-  Rev. Noel Whale  
St Peter’s Vicar 2001 - 2011

Noel loved the Church Cat
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With Bishop Barbara

 
Retirement Gathering

 

  
Dedication of St Peter’s statue 2011

 
Baptism

  
With M.P. Harry Jenkins

 



Issue 42                                                    St. Peter’s Anglican Church                 December 2023 January 2024

St Peter’s Anglican Church                                                                                                                            Page �13

  
Retiring as President of Whittlesea Interfaith

  
Retirement Celebration Wednesday Morning Tea

 
 

 
2008   St. Peter’s Got Talent 

  
Children’s Service
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Second Choice - Merle Foggie 

Sally sat for a while, had this really happened, it started with a question 
and mounted into a big row, Nick had said that he had had enough and 
packed his bags and left. What was Sally going to do? Surely it wasn’t 
that serious. I’ve got my job at Woolworths, so some money would be 
coming in, but Nick always saw to all that side of things of their marriage. 
She knew that he kept different files for various things, now was the time 
to take a look at these files and see if she could make any sense of 
anything. So she decided that tomorrow she would take time to do it as it 
was now time for bed. 

She went into the kitchen to make a hot chocolate, as she always had one before going to bed. 
Only one cup tonight, she felt so alone and decided to pull Nick’s pillow down to cuddle it and 
then the tears started to come.  How she had missed him.  On thinking back she had been very 
bossy towards Nick on what she wanted to do. Nick’s suggestions always got changed by Sally, 
then the food.  If she fancied something to eat she never asked Nick if he would like something 
different. How selfish she had been. Nick always worked hard and earned very good money, he 
also did his share of jobs around the house including the gardening, how good he had been to 
her and she really didn’t appreciate it. No. 

Sally thought it was about time to try and make matters right, but where to start? Sally did  not 
know where Nick had gone. His mobile phone she remembered he always had it on him, but 
silence was all she heard, and fresh tears started to come again. What was she going to do? 
Then at last she fell asleep and slept till morning. The first thing she did was to phone work and 
advise that she could not make it that day. Then she made a coffee and sat at the kitchen table, 
what to do next? She would ring Nick’s phone again and this time it rang, she waited with baited 
breath until she heard his voice, Nick it’s me, please don’t put the phone down, I want to say that I 
am sorry and ask you please to forgive me. There was silence for what seemed like hours, then 
Nick said that he would come home and talk things out. Sally burst into tears she realised that 
she had been given a second chance. 

When she heard the Car, she opened the door and ran to him, oh Nick I have missed you so 
much and am very sorry for everything. When they were settled at the kitchen table and a new 
pot of coffee was ready, they talked through their troubles and made plans, it would be hard to 
begin with. Things can be worked out.                                God Bless,  Merle Foggie 
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