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CROSS  KEYS 
St Peter’s Anglican Church Bundoora   
Cnr Grimshaw and Monckton Streets Bundoora                                                                
www.stpetersbundoora.org.au

St Peter’s  
Mission Statement 
“God’s Kingdom 

requires us to make 
Disciples” 

with the GOAL being 
“Outreach”

The Vicar 
Reverend Stephen Monsiegneur 

Mobile: 0439 070 299  
Email:  

monsiegneurs@gmail.com

Live Streaming of St Peter’s Services 
www.stpetersbundoora.org.au   
Youtube St Peter’s Bundoora

 
Palm Sunday Stations of the Cross

Easter Sunday
 

Easter Sunday
 

Interfaith Harmony Day

http://www.stpetersbundoora.org.au
mailto:monsiegneurs@gmail.com
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Calendar  
Sunday 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist 
Wednesday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 9.30 a.m.  Sunday School 
Meditation - Saturday 10.00 a.m.   
Everyone is welcome.  Contact Ranjit 
Wijesinha for more information  
0403 654 549. 
Vasey House - Wednesday 11.00a.m. 
St Peter’s conducts a Church Service at 
Vasey House.   
Contact Sylvia 0425 971 179 
Ian brand Residential Care Bundoora 
Centre 
St Peter’s conducts a Church Service at 
Ian Brand Residential Care Bundoora.   
Contact Sylvia 0425 971 179 
Choir Practice - Thursday 7.30 p.m. In 
the Church (wearing masks is mandatory).  
Contact Ken Foggie - Choir Master  
0409 933 166 
Life Groups - Wednesday 8.00 p.m. 
Via Zoom. Please contact  
Shirley Nash 0403 601 713 for details 
Messy Church - 4.00p.m. to 6.00p.m.  
2nd Sunday of the month 
Messy Church is Christ-centred  
and welcoming to everyone - singles, 
adults, and families, not just children, 
focused on fun with craft, activities, stories 
and a meal to share together. Everyone 
from the community is welcome.  
Pleasant Friday Afternoons - 1st and 3rd 
Friday of each month at 2p.m. in the 
Meeting Room 
Tamil Service Every 3rd Sunday at 4p.m. 
Coffee Stall Outreach 
Coffee Stall on Alma Road. Thursday 
morning between 10 am and 12 noon. 
Contact Sylvia 0425 971 179

Events 
St. Peter’s Day Lunch with Guest Speaker	  

Sunday 30th June 2024 12 noon 
St Peter’s Day lunch includes a guest speaker,  

Jan Noblett,  
Director of Quality & Outcomes Anglicare. 

Family and Friends very welcome  
Tickets are $35.00 inclusive  

of a three course meal and drinks.  
The St Peter’s Day Raffle will be drawn  

during the event.  

Pleasant Friday Afternoons 
7th and 21st June and 5th and 19th July 

 in the Meeting Room at 2p.m. 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle  
22nd June starting at 8.00a.m.  

Bunnings Cake Stall   
Saturday 13th July, 2024 

Musical Organ Festival   
Sunday 11th August 2024 

Special High Tea with Brendan Scott 
Sunday 29th, September 2024 

Brendan Scott is a versatile entertainer extraordinaire. 
He will sing many well known songs, play the piano, 
guitar, saxophone, banjo, and violin. He will also tap 

dance and entertain while you enjoy  
a scrumptious High Tea. 

Tibetan Proverb: 
“The secret to living well and longer is:  

eat half,  

walk double,  

laugh triple,  

and love without measure.”
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Vicar’s desk. 

Greetings again, and welcome, to another edition of Cross Keys. Our 
Easter season has come to an end, and we are now beginning the journey 
of mission out to grow the church for Christ. This is a time when filled with 
the joy of knowing the promise of the risen Christ, we step out to share 
with others what we have learned.  

Today, as with other times, I was privileged to sit and share communion 
with some members of our community who were unable to get to services 
due to health challenges. These are such humbling experiences as I sit, 
often sharing a coffee and chat about all manner of topics. I learn about these people, what 
makes them happy or sad, their aspirations and grief for lost dreams. The key to the success of 
these encounters is open dialogue and listening. 

A great communicator, whose name escapes me, once said that the greatest skill of 
communication was speaking a little and listening a lot.  For me that can be a struggle in itself, but 
given all the shouting and rhetoric we hear from ‘world leaders’ and others about them in recent 
times, it is advice that could do good rather than harm. 

Sometimes when we communicate, we encounter differences of opinion. We realise that each of 
us sees the world through a unique lens, and this experience can be confronting even fear 
producing as we find ourselves unsure as to how to proceed. The biggest mistake is to panic, to 
assume that we must dominate the situation. Such a response serves only to antagonise the 
other party and escalate the heat in the room. Believing that at all cost we are right has the real 
risk of leading to WAR; a much harder and costlier place from which to return.   

As humans we are constantly struggling between the aspiration to be the best we can be, and the 
want for life to be easy. This struggle rarely sees us achieve an outcome without compromise, we 
give in to temptation, we take short cuts, and we rationalise shortcomings so that we can move 
on. This is the ongoing challenge of our human condition. Yet we live in hope. A hope made 
possible through the unconditional love of God for creation. Love that enabled Jesus to surrender 
himself for us. May we know the joy of that hope in our lives and it be a source of strength in our 
struggles. 

         Gods blessing be upon you.  
Fr Stephen.

What Is Ordinary About Ordinary Time? 
Well Easter has passed us, and we are in what 
is known generally as Ordinary Time. Just a 
couple changes you might have notices, are the 
colour shift to green in the sanctuary, and the 
slight variation in liturgical greetings and 
responses. Ordinary time accounts for the 
largest block of time in the liturgical year, and a 
common misunderstanding due to the word 
‘ordinary’ being used to describe this period is 
that Ordinary time is unimportant. This is far 
from the reality. The following is a piece I came 
across and which I felt worth sharing to help us 
develop a deep understanding of our faith 
traditions. Enjoy. 

Why Is Ordinary Time Called Ordinary? 
Ordinary Time is called "ordinary" not 
because it is common, but simply because 
the weeks of Ordinary Time are numbered. 
The Latin word  ordinalis, which refers to 
numbers in a series, stems from the Latin 
word  ordo, from which we get the English 
word  order. Thus, the numbered weeks of 
Ordinary Time, in fact, represent the ordered 
life of the Church - the period in which we live 
our lives neither in feasting (as in the 
Christmas and Easter seasons) or in more 
severe penance (as in Advent and Lent), but 
in watchfulness and expectation of the 
Second Coming of Christ. 

Liturgical Calendar
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It's appropriate, therefore, that the Gospel for 
the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time (which 
is actually the first Sunday celebrated in 
Ordinary Time) always features either John 
the Baptist's acknowledgment of Christ as the 
Lamb of God or Christ's first miracle - the 
transformation of water into wine at the 
wedding at Cana. 
Thus for [Anglo]-Catholic traditions Ordinary 
Time is the part of the year in which Christ, 
the Lamb of God, walks among us and 
transforms our l ives. There's nothing 
"ordinary" about that! 
Why Is Green the Colour of Ordinary 
Time? 
Likewise, the normal liturgical colour for 
Ordinary Time - for those days when there is 
no special feast - is green. Green vestments 
and altar cloths have traditionally been 
associated with the time after Pentecost, the 
period in which the Church founded by the 
risen Christ and enlivened by the Holy Spirit 
began to grow and to spread the Gospel to all 
nations. 
When Is Ordinary Time? 
Ordinary Time refers to all parts of the 
liturgical year that aren't included in the major 
seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, and 
Easter.  Ordinary Time thus encompasses two 
different periods in the Church's calendar, 
since the Christmas season immediately 
follows Advent, and the Easter season 
immediately follows Lent. 
The Church year begins with Advent, followed 
immediately by the Christmas season. 
Ordinary Time begins on the Monday after the 
first Sunday after January 6, the traditional 
date of the Feast of the Epiphany and the end 
of the liturgical season of Christmas. This first 

period of Ordinary Time  runs until Ash 
Wednesday  when the liturgical season of 
Lent begins. Both  Lent  and the  Easter  
season fall outside of Ordinary Time, which 
resumes again on the Monday after 
Pentecost Sunday, the end of the Easter 
season. This second period of Ordinary 
Time  runs until the First Sunday of 
Advent when the liturgical year begins again. 
Why Is There No First Sunday in 
Ordinary Time? 
In most years, the Sunday after January 6th is 
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
However, where the celebration of Epiphany 
is transferred to Sunday if that Sunday is 
January 7th or 8th, Epiphany is celebrated 
instead. As feasts of our Lord, both the 
Baptism of the Lord and Epiphany displace a 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. Thus, the first 
Sunday in the period of Ordinary Time is the 
Sunday that falls after the first week of 
Ordinary Time, which makes it the Second 
Sunday of Ordinary Time. 
How Many Sundays Are There in 
Ordinary Time? 
In any given year, there are either 33 or 34 
Sundays in Ordinary Time. Because Easter is 
a moveable feast, and thus the Lent and 
Easter seasons "float" from year to year, the 
number of Sundays in each period of 
Ordinary Time vary from the other period as 
well as from year to year. 

ThoughtCo. (2021, February 8). What 
Ordinary Time Means in the Catholic Church. 
Retrieved from https://
www.learnreligions.com/ordinary-time-in-the-
catholic-church-542442

“We are like books.  
Most people only see our cover, the 

minority read only the introduction, many 
people believe the critics, few will know 

our content.” 
Emile Zola

 

Each new day 
provides a blank 
page upon which 
we can write our 

own story.
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Easter

Palm Sunday -  24th March  

Parishioners met outside the steps 
at Alma Road for the Blessing of the 
Palm Crosses and the Liturgy of the 
Palms before processing around 
the church and entering via the 
Front Door of St Peter’s. 
Fortunately, the weather was fine, 
but for some perhaps a little on the 
cool side. The procession was a 
reminder of the first Palm Sunday, 
when Christ entered Jerusalem on 
a donkey, during which he received 
the adulation of the crowd, who 
welcomed Him with palm fonds. For 
some at that time, there was 
possibly some disappointment, as 
they were anticipating someone 
riding on a stallion, who would lead 
them to a victory over the Roman 
suppressors.  
Nevertheless, He was very 
welcome and well received as the 
crowd gathered and surged behind 
Him. 
The donkey symbolised humility 
and demonstrated that this was not 
a solider of war, but a man of peace 
and love. 

Maundy Thursday 28th March  

The foot  washing ceremony takes 
place on the Thursday before 
Easter in Christian tradition and is 
meant to re-create Jesus Christ’s 
washing the feet of the 12 disciples, 
highlighting his humility and love for 
all.  
Historically, it was intended to be 
twelve men, but times have 
changed and it is now a very 
inclusive act.i  Also, included is the 
symbolic stripping of the altar.
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Good Friday - 
29th March  

The Service began with 
the Stations of the Cross 
and included the 
Veneration of the Cross 
and Communion from 
Reserved Sacrament.

The Stations of the Cross was conducted by the Vicar Stephen and Sylvia, a Church Warden.  As 
they perambulated inside the church, attention was drawn to each of the “Stations”, which decorate 
the walls.  A prayer and reading was presented at each station with Parish members contribution to 
reading.  
Ken provided his voice as he progressed towards the sanctuary bearing a cross.  This solemn 
occasion provided an opportunity for parishioners to come forward, acknowledge the Cross, and 
spend some time in silent prayer.  
The service is followed by Morning Tea, which included the traditional Hot Cross Buns, which serve 
as a reminder of the significance of the Cross.
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Easter Sunday -  31st March 

My first observation for this day, was the happiness of 
Parishioners as they welcomed one and another with the 
“Happy Easter” greeting. 
Looking back at the last couple of pages provides an 
opportunity to consider the changes that occur in this 
final week of Easter celebrations.  
The start with the procession and the boldness of the 
colours showing excitement, love and life. Progression to 
the end of the week, with the dark and sombre colour of 
the purple drapes, the bareness of sanctuary and the 
sadness of a death.  
Easter Day, when the Sanctuary decorated with flowers 
and the rich colour of gold and white.   The moment to 
rejoice when we learn that He has risen.  
Our services, were enriched by the presence of our 
clergy dressed for this special day. 

Our Choristers,  while small in 
number, impressed us with their 
rendition of “Alleluia, Alleluia “, 
which was well received and 
appreciated by the congregation.  
A number of children in attendance 
were interviewed by the Vicar, about 
the importance of Easter Day. This 
was followed by an egg hunt which 
always proves popular at this time 
of the year.  
It was a joyful occasion, which was 
a fitting conclusion to the Easter 
week’s activities.
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Easter Sunday Lunch - 31st March 

After the gravity of Holy Week and the joy of Easter Morning the parishioners and friends of St 
Peter’s came together and relaxed over the Easter Lunch.  

While the photos below, show everyone enjoying a well-prepared meal, they overlooked some of 
the excitement behind the scenes.  Terry had accepted the responsibility of setting up the 
barbecue but his skilful hands were not available for the cooking, as he had a commitment 
elsewhere.  But the cooking was done.  A small group assembled around the hot plate and 
ensured the chicken was cooked in a timely manner.  While that seems simple enough, we had to 
keep the “nutty”sauce separated from those with nut allergies, the vegan food away from the 
chicken, and this meant they needed to be cooked at different times so there was no 
contamination.  To have it all prepared at the same time the cooking crew determined to make 
aluminium trays to separate the items from each other but completing the cooking at about the 
same time.  Beef and pork had been prepared in the oven.  It was another great meal.  Plenty of 
food and variety.  Congratulations, once again, to Noni and her team of helpers.  A much enjoyed 
and appreciated meal.  I will keep the positive comments about the desserts for another time. 
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Messy Church

Messy Church 
Easter Messy Church, which took place on 
Palm Sunday, saw the children involved in 
making specific items representing Jesus' 
journey from Palm Sunday to the Crucifixion 
and then the Resurrection.  
Each child had their own dozen plastic eggs in 
which to place the items. We called these our 
“Resurrection Eggs”. By opening each egg in 
order, the children were able to go home and 
tell someone else the sequence of events that 
took place from Jesus riding into Jerusalem on 
a donkey, the Last Supper, the crown of thorns, 
the whip, silver coins, dice, the nails on the 
cross, the shroud, and finishing with the empty 
tomb for Easter Day. We went through the story 
together in Church using their objects to tell the 
story.  

They also took home  
a Palm Cross made  
by Judith O'Neill. 
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April Messy Church 
Our theme this month was Doubting Thomas. While 
the numbers were small, those that came 
enthusiastically approached the activities. 
The children traced around their hand onto coloured 
paper, then cut it out. On each finger they wrote a 
word: I believe Jesus is alive. The letters for ‘NO 
DOUBT!’ were cut up and much time was spent 
carefully colouring in each one. The result was a 
lovely poster which you may now see in the church. 
The second activity was to make glasses from folded 
coloured paper and pipe cleaners, by using a glass 
to trace most of a circle. After cutting this out, a hole 
punch provided the spot to thread through the pipe 
cleaners, for the arms of the glasses. On the front of 
the glasses, they wrote ‘Blessed are those who 
believe without seeing’. 
The third activity was based on Jesus appearing to 
his disciples while they were fishing and having no 
luck. He suggested they throw the nets on the other 
side of the boat, and they caught many fish. Using a 
rolled-up newspaper fan, the group had to fan the 
fish into the basket [paper plate]. This was great fun 
for all! 
In the church we watched an animated version of the 
Doubting Thomas story, then Glenys showed the 
completed poster, which looked fantastic. Stephen 
asked, ‘What are some things you believe without 
seeing?’ Answers included: "When someone tells you 
that your Footy Team won", "That the sun is still 
shining above the clouds", "When your friend 
promises to keep your secret", "That the seeds you 
bury will grow", "That it's nighttime on the other side 
of the world when it's daytime here". The adults were 
impressed with the answers from the group. We sang 
‘I believe in the sun’ then all joined together to say 
the Grace. Noni provided a delicious tuna casserole 
which Cheryl helped to serve. 
Thanks to Glenys for organising the activities and to 
Helen and Sylvia for helping, with special thanks to 
Isaac’s Dad Craig, for his enthusiasm and great 
singing.                                              Nola Moulden 
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The Whittlesea Interfaith Network, in conjunction with 
the City of Whittlesea and the Mill Park Library, 
hosted a Harmony Day Event at the Library on the 
evening of March 21st, which was actually Harmony 
Day. 
Harmony Day is a world wide occasion to meet in 
harmony and a celebration showing that “Everyone 
Belongs”, which was the theme for 2024. It is a 
celebration that recognises Australia's diversity, and 
brings people from many different faiths and 
backgrounds together. 
We held this event in a public place to demonstrate 
our collaboration to the general public who were 
invited to join in the celebration.

Whittlesea Interfaith Network  – Harmony Day
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ANZAC DAY 
I saw the soldiers marching 

I saw the soldiers marching, one drear November 
day,  
Those heroes bold, from wars of old, in countries 
far away.  
I heard the drums like thunder, the sound of 
marching feet,  
As men of ancient valour marched down our little 
street. 
I heard the skirl of bagpipes, the blare of brasses 
bold,  
As heroes from another time relived the days of 
old.  
The old, the halt, the lame, the slow, they 
marched with solemn pace,  
To honour comrades fallen at another time and 
place. 
I felt the tightness in my throat, the tears that 
burned my eyes, 

St Peter’s International Lunch  
The St Peter’s International lunch was held on Sunday 5th May. While not one of our biggest 
gatherings it was certainly one of the tastiest with food from Sri Lanka, Malta, Japan, Germany, 
Australia even New Zealand as attendees arrived with dishes reflecting their national heritage or 
in some cases an association having spent time overseas or just knowing someone else who 
did. Missing was fairy bread.

 “Jews, Muslims and Christian all have the same God.”
I recently attended a meeting in Harden NSW, (about 5 hours north of Melbourne) where my 
friends and I were warmly welcomed by some “real Australians”. I mention this because one of 
my friends is a Muslim and takes his religion very seriously. At the end of some discussion, one of 
the rural lads asked the challenging question, “So there are two Gods?”  In an instant Rahim, and 
I replied, “No, there is only one, but we have a different name.”  It pleased me to hear that this 
was reinforced by Stephen during a recent sermon, when he offered, “Jews, Muslims and 
Christian all have the same God.” In Masonry, we have generic names for God, which are 
inclusive of all religions. I believe that is what the Interfaith Group is about, openness, acceptance 
and developing an understanding of the richness of Faith and an appreciation of the  different 
ways in which it is practiced.                                                                    Jeff. 

As I watched the quiet dignity of old men 
marching by.  
The fine young men, and women too, in battles 
long ago,  
Who gave their youth and some, their lives, to 
fight our country’s foe. 
On this day will be remembered by comrades 
who remain,  
And by the heavens, weeping, with softly falling 
rain.  
The medals softly jingling on every passing chest,  
In memory of companions who’ve long been laid 
to rest. 
There are some unfit, and some who sit, in 
wheelchairs, row on row,  
While they recall what price was paid to turn our 
country’s foe.  
And some will stand with tear-dimmed eyes, and 
some with faces grim,  
While all repeat the solemn vow,  
"WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.” 
                                          A. Lawrence Vaincourt.       
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My Dad the Soldier 
My name is Carol Smith and as Anzac Day 
draws near I recall a story my dad Bill Gilbert 
told on his 90th birthday. On the 27th January 
2009 with his friends and family gathered 
around, dad began his speech with; 
You have all been fooled, this is not my 90th 
birthday party this is a long delayed 21st birthday 
party. On the 25th of January 1940 two days 
before my 21st birthday, I enlisted in the 57/60th 
Australian Infantry Battalion at Raglan Street 
Preston. 

The Battalion was put on a steam train to 
Seymour and then bused to Nagambie Road 
training camp, north of Seymour. Enlisting early  
I am one of the longest serving members of the 
57/60 Battalion. We trained for three years 
before being sent to New Guinea where I was 
promoted to Corporal.  

I was told to take my section out into the jungle 
with two forward scouts to see if an air strike 
was necessary before the ground attack began. 
There was a hut on the side of a hill in which the 
Japanese might be hiding. I went back to where 
my officer and his runner were hiding behind a 
tree to get my next lot of orders. Suddenly there 
was a round of fire from an Owen Gun fired from 
further down the hill. The runner was shot in the 
arm and I was shot in the knee and they missed 
the officer.  

When I was released from hospital I had an 
order of no marching and was given the job of 
instructor, training 18 year old recruits. After 
training for three years I saw action for one and 
a half days. I was disappointed, embarrassed 
and felt ashamed. I felt I had let my Battalion 
down and I didn’t think I belonged.  

After being discharged at the end of the war, I 
had no contact with the 57/60th Battalion for 30 
years. My wife finally persuaded me to attend an 
Anzac Day Reunion. My mates didn’t ask any 
questions about why it had taken so long for me 
to attend; they just welcomed me with open 
arms. 

From that day on I devoted myself to the 
Battalion Association. I was President for 35 

years and then became 
President and Secretary 
for another 3 years. I 
was very proud of the 
officers and the men of 
the Battalion and of our 
Padre Geoffrey Sambell 
who was elected 
Archbishop of Perth in 
1969.  I was extremely honoured, not being a 
Roman Catholic, to carry the Battle Honours 
of Father Jim English, Army Chaplin and 
priest at St Bridget’s Mordialloc, into the 
Crypt at Melbourne General Cemetery during 
his funeral in 1986.  

The Committee of the 57/60th Battalion 
Association recommended me for a medal in 
the 2006 Queen’s Birthday Honours, which 
was refused. I have that recommendation 
framed beside my bed. I am so proud of the 
fact that my mates thought I was worthy of 
such a recommendation. I am grateful to my 
wife Heather for urging me to go to that first 
reunion.  

On the 18th February 2009 just 22 days after 
his belated 21st Birthday, my dad passed 
away after battling bowel cancer. On the 28th 
March 2009 just 38 days after losing the love 
of her life, my mum passed away from a 
broken heart. I know they are both happy to 
be together in God’s care. May they rest in 
peace.  
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ANZAC Quilt made by Lorraine Davidson who lives 
in Howlong New South Wales in Memory of William 
Henri Coomber,  for Pam Cripps. Bill was Pam’s 
father.  

 
Front of Quilt 

 
Back of Quilt 

In Loving Memory of 
my Beloved Father - 
William Henri 
Coomber 
Birth Date : 10th 
November, 1922 
Passed away : 
September 19th 2010 
Served in the 
Australian Army in the 
39th Battalion 2/2 
Australian Infantry 
Service No VX 
147482 (X11568)  
This quilt was made 
by L. Davidson 2022 
as a Gift of 
appreciation to Pam 
Cripps. 

The Inquisitive Mind of a Child  
John WF Wilcocks 

 

Why are they selling poppies, Mummy?  
Selling poppies in town today.    

     The poppies, child, are flowers of love.    
     For the men who marched away.  
But why have they chosen a poppy, 

Mummy?  
Why not a beautiful rose?    

     Because my child, men fought and 
died    

     In the fields where the poppies grow.  

But why are the poppies so red, Mummy?  
Why are the poppies so red?    

     Red is the colour of blood, my child.    
     The blood that our soldiers shed.  

The heart of the poppy is black, Mummy.  
Why does it have to be black?    

     
 Black, my child, is the symbol of grief.    
     For the men who never came back.  
But why, Mummy are you crying so?  

Your tears are giving you pain.    
     My tears are my fears for you my 

child.    
     For the world is forgetting again.  
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Anglicare Preston – Non perishable 
groceries (soups, pasta, pasta sauce, 2 
minute noodles, cereals, LL milk, tuna, tinned 
vegetables etc) 
Mission House -  toiletries -  deodorants, 
soap, disposable razors, shampoo & 
conditioner (Hotel style ok) 

St Marks/Lazarus Centre - NEW underwear 
& socks, NEW bath towels, coats/jackets in 
good condition, toiletries (same as Mission 
House) 
Items can be left in the Narthex anytime.     

   

Prevention of Violence Against Women. 
Such a coincidence that on Saturday 27th April, I attended a training day for Church leaders on 
Prevention of Violence Against Women.  I had booked the training a couple of months in 
advance, but now the issue is making national headlines following the deaths of women around 
Australia. 

So what can we do about it?  We’re horrified when deaths are reported, but this is just the tip of 
the iceberg.  Women (and 98% of the time it is women) are hurt, maimed, flee their homes and 
children are exposed to violence far more that we can ever understand. 

Men are the perpetrators of this violence, but this is not an anti-men rant.  The majority of men 
love and care for their families and would never think of hurting them.  Sometimes the violence is 
of a more coercive nature, controlling every move. 

So what can we do in some small way to help set our society on a better footing?  It’s a complex 
issue, and does not stem from a single cause, but the following are a few ways to help prevent it. 

• As people of faith we should always remember that, “Love does no harm.” 

• Women need to be believed when (if ever) they speak of it. 

• Talk such as “stop acting like a girl,” needs to be called out. – very disrespectful towards 
women. 

• Boys – and girls need to be raised in ways that give respect to the other. 

• It is Child Abuse when children witness violence – a reason for reporting. 

• Men in particular need to be alert and call it out when mates and colleagues tell 
disrespectful stories about women. 

• We need to be able to refer women quickly to get help:  the following are some help 
numbers.  

• RESPECT 1300 173 172    
• ORANGE DOOR, 56 Burgundy St. Heidelberg 1800 319 355 
• In times of danger or Emergency or for an ambulance call 000 

Many thanks for reading this. 
Sylvia 

 
St Peter’s Bundoora are in partnership 
with Anglicare Victoria.  

The need is huge especially with winter 
coming on. If you can help, they are 
desperate for the following items – 
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I was born in Casino, a small town in 
the far north of New South Wales.  This is a 
dairy farming region and my parents were 
dairy farmers on a small farm about 30 km 
from Casino in the area known as Doubtful 
Creek.  The land was obtained by my 
grandfather as part of the Soldier Settlements 
after World War I and my father took over the 
farm at the end of WWII.  We lived and worked 
on the farm until the mid 1960’s when we sold 
the farm and moved to Casino.  Most of the 
settlers in this area were part of the Soldier 
Settlement and the next generation continued 
on the farming.  Consequently there were 
many young families and children growing up 
together.  There was a small village, about 
2km from our farm which boasted a post office, 
butcher shop, baker, a general store, a Roman 
Catholic church and a community hall.  The 
hall was the centre of most activities in the 
area and most Saturday nights there would be 
a dance or on occasions a Ball to which the 
whole community would attend, including the 
children. 

My parents were commit ted 
Anglicans and we would attend church in 
the hall once a month.  In the late 1950’s 
my parents were involved with the 
planning and building of a small church in 
the village.  St Faiths Doubtful Creek was 
dedicated in December 1958 and on the 
same day a confirmation service was held 
and I was one of 23 children confirmed. 

churchesaustralia.org 
The first 5 years of my education 

began in a one teacher school at Dobies 
Bight, travelling to and from school on the 
school bus.  We had a long wait after 
school for the bus to come from Casino.  
T h i s a l l o w e d p l e n t y o f t i m e f o r 
misbehaviour and home from school  late.   
I completed pr imary and Leaving 
Certificate in Casino. 

On leaving school I worked in the 
Bank of New South Wales (now Westpac) 
in Armidale NSW then Grafton and 
Casino.  From a very early age I had a 
great desire to travel and see the world.  
This was mostly inspired by my aunt who 
had travelled extensively in the 1960’s.  
So in 1970 I took leave from the Bank and 
spent 6 months in New Zealand and was 
based in Rotorua with my aunt and uncle.  
I travelled the length of the country and in 
between trips worked in a cafe in Rotorua.  

Returning to the Bank I joined the 
Relief Staff and worked in several 
branches in the Northern Rivers area. 
Having saved hard, in 1972 I embarked on 
the big overseas trip to England travelling 
by ship via the Panama Canal. I spent the 
next 20 months based in London working 

Who’s Who in the Pew – Margaret North

visitnsw.com

http://churchesaustralia.org
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as a temporary secretary and travelling 
extensively in Europe, Scandanavia, Russia, 
North Africa, Scotland and Ireland. 

After the death of my brother in 1973 it 
was time to come home but still wanting to 
see more of the world it was via an overland 
trip from Cairo to Johannesburg through East 
Africa and after 3 months arrived home for 
Christmas. I then settled in Brisbane for the 
next 4 years working as a secretary for a 
mining company.   

My next big trip was a 6 week 
organised tour of South America visiting 
exotic places like Macchu Picchu, Iguassu 
Falls and Rio.  It was on this trip that I met 
Michael and the reason I resettled to 
Melbourne. 

Michael & I were married in Casino in 
December 1978 and lived in West Footscray 
before purchasing our present home in 
Bundoora in 1980. 

I have been a parishioner of St Peters 
for about 40 years having first made contact 
to obtain permission from the Vicar to have 
my daughter baptised in Casino and again 
two years later for permission for my son.  I 
attended irregularly, but my attendance 
became more often when the children started 
Sunday School.  Apart from the years 
travelling I had been involved with the 

church, being a member of the Young 
Anglican fellowship and teaching Sunday 
School on occasions.   

My neighbour, the late Denise 
Sherwin, was the editor of the original Cross 
Keys and I assisted her with the typing of the 
magazine and when she retired I was 
encouraged to take over the publication 
which I did for the next 11 years.  Initially we 
only had a typewriter, stencil and a gestetner 
so when the Parish bought i ts f irst 
photocopier and computers became 
available the task was much easier.  The last 
edition was in June 2001.  From 1999 to 
2006 I also typed the weekly pew sheet.  

I joined the workforce again in 1989 
and worked as an Admin Officer in the 
Electronic Engineering Department at La 
Trobe University for 23 years, retiring in 
2012.   

In retirement we have travelled again 
and I also took up drawing and watercolour 
painting which has been a lot of fun and 
keeps me busy.  We have 3 grandchildren, 
two teenagers and a toddler who are a great 
joy to us.  We now try to regularly visit our 
son at the Gold Coast and get to know our 
toddler granddaughter. 
                                                Margaret North 

The worse thing you could catch from the 
opposite sex was ‘chickenpox’? 
Having a weapon in school meant being caught 
with a shanghai? 
Taking drugs meant being given half of one of 
mum’s Bex tablets for a headache. 
Catching tadpoles could happily occupy an entire 
day? 
If you can remember most or all of these, 

Then You Have Lived!

Do you remember when . . . 
All the girls had ugly school uniforms. 
It took five minutes for the TV to warm up. 
Nobody owned a purebred dog. 
You’d reach into a muddy gutter for a penny. 
Your mother wore nylons that came in two pieces. 
All male teachers wore ties and female teachers 
had their hair done every day and wore high 
heels. 
You got your windscreen cleaned, oil checked 
and petrol served without asking, all for free, 
every time. 
Mum cooked every night and nearly every meal 
was meat and three veg with a roast on Sunday. 
Decisions were made by chanting : ‘’Eeny - 
meeny - miney - moe’? 
‘Race issue’ meant arguing about who ran the 
fastest?I 
It wasn’t odd to have two or three ‘Best Friends’? 
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The Day that God spoke to Me     (A true life 
event by Kenneth Foggie) 

I joined the Federal Public Service for security 
as I thought, how very wrong I was, I had 
worked in a number of Government 
Department for over 36 years, When the 
Governments of the day decided that they 
would trim down the Public Service to try to 
balance their budget, so they sent in the 
Razor Gang to supposedly streamline some of 
the services and reduce costs, I was one of 
the unfortunate ones to be singled out for the 
chop, it really messes up your health when 
you are placed in that position, as I ended up 
with Pneumonia. It got to within a week of my 
finishing up, when my boss from Canberra 
had an idea, that as there was a very big 
Technology Trade Display which was going to 
take place in Germany, and as I had worked in 
finance for a fair time it was decided that I 
should look after the budget and finances for 
the Display, but it would only be for 
approximately 12 months, I had to be 
extremely careful with figures as I was dealing 
with many thousands of dollars. Thankfully the 
Trade Display went off without a hitch and I 
was complimented on the job that I had done. 
Again my employment with the Government 
was about to come to an end. They decided to 
send me to the same company that had acted 
as the Razor Gang for the Government, to try 
to work out what sort of employment that I 
could possibly seek after I finished with the 
Government.  They put me through a number 

 
For the 30th time, between St Bartholomew’s 
Burnley and St Peter’s Bundoora, once again, 
Merle and Ken have displayed their Easter 
Scene in the side Chapel. 

Congratulations - Kenneth Foggie JP 
Recently, Ken was invited to Government 
House, Melbourne to recognise a very special 
occasion. His significant milestone of 40 years 
membership as a Justice of the Peace.  Ken 
was presented with a Certificate and enjoyed 
Afternoon Tea with the Victorian Governor of 
Victoria, Professor the Honourable Margaret 
Gardner AC. 
The parishioners applaud you Ken on this 
significant contribution to the wider community. 
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News Flash 
A 95 year old rang her next door neighbour 
and asked him “To come quickly to urgently  
help me.  I have a very difficult jigsaw puzzle, 
and I can’t figure out how to get started.” 
Her neighbour rushed to her aid and asks, 
“What is it supposed to be when it’s finished?” 
The lady says, “According to the picture on 
the box, it’s a rooster.” 
Her neighbour decides to go over and help 
her with the puzzle. When he arrives, the old 
lady shows him the puzzle spread out all over 
the table. He studies the pieces for a moment, 
then looks at the box, then turns to her and 
says: 
“First of all, no matter what we do, we’re not 
going to be able to assemble these pieces 
into anything resembling a rooster.” Then he 
takes her hand and says, “Secondly, I want 
you to relax. Let’s have a nice cup of tea, and 
then…” and he says this with a deep sigh… 
“Let’s put all the Corn Flakes back in the box.”

of tests for logic and other things and my 
Case Manager said that the main thing that 
came out was that I wanted security, I 
actually said to them that I really thought that 
it was a waste of time my continuing to 
attend these sessions, thankfully they 
agreed, but that I should just have one more 
session. 
I had a brief interview with my new boss from 
Canberra who gave me the option of taking 
redundancy or working on the Export Hotline 
as an Export Advisor. I had to make the 
choice very quickly as my last day was fast 
approaching  
I was on my way to attend this session and I 
was standing at the intersection of Flinders & 
Elizabeth Streets waiting for the traffic lights 
to change, when I heard a voice, which was 
loud and clear, I believe that it was God 
speaking to me that I should bite the bullet 
and accept the challenge to work on the 
Export Hotline as my family needed me to 
continue to work as money was very tight 
and we were trying to pay off our house.  I 
worked as an Export Advisor for 8 years until 
they decided to move our jobs to Sydney, I 
then decided that after 46 ½ years, that I 
had, had enough. Was God really talking to 
Me, OH YES HE WAS!

My favourite books: 
Breakfast by Chris P. Bacon 
Bullfighting by Matt Adore 
Desert Crossing by I. Rhoda Camel 
How to Write Big Books by Warren Peace 
I Lost my Balance by Eileen Dover and Phil 
Down  
I was a Cloakroom Attendant by Mahatma 
Coate 
Irish Heart Surgery by Angie O’Plasty  
Off the Beaten Track by Dusty Rhodes 
School Sports by Jim Nasium 
Songs for Children by Barbara Blacksheep 
The Art of Archery by Beau N. Arrow 
The Lion Attacked by Claude Yarmoff 

Unfortunately this message was received after 
the printing of the last Edition of Cross Keys, 
so is included in this Edition: 

Talofa  
 It's Alex Abraham, from 
Samoa. I don’t know if you 
recall me as one of the 
students from La Trobe 
University. Thank you for 
including me in this 
newsletter.  It's nice to hear 
the stories and the 
messages for Lent.   

Please pass to everyone my greetings and 
best wishes for Holy Week.   

Blessings to all of you. 
Kind regards 
Alex Abraham 
Apia, Samoa
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Remember when . . . 
1. Teaching Maths In 1950s 
A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His 
cost of production is 4/5 of the price. What is his 
profit? 
2. Teaching Maths In 1970s 
A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His 
cost of production is 4/5 of the price, or $80. What 
is his profit? 
3. Teaching Maths In 1980s 
A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His 
cost of production is $80. Did he make a profit? 
Yes or No 
4. Teaching Maths In 1990s 
A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His 
cost of production is $80 and his profit is $20. 
Your assignment: Underline the number 20. 

5. Teaching Maths In 2000s 
A logger cuts down a beautiful forest 
because he is selfish and inconsiderate and 
cares nothing for the habitat of animals or the 
preservation of our woodlands. 
He does this so he can make a profit of $20. 
What do you think of this way of making a 
living? 
Topic for class participation after answering 
the question: How did the birds and squirrels 
feel as the logger cut down their homes? 
(There are no wrong answers, feel free to 
express your feelings e.g., anger, anxiety, 
inadequacy, helplessness etc.) 
Should you require debriefing at conclusion 
of exam there are counsellors available to 
assist you to adjust back into the real world.

And for a laugh. . .  
Two windmills were sitting on a hill. One asks the 
other, "Do you have a favourite song?" The other 
replies, "Well... all my life I have been a heavy 
metal fan.” 

If your house is cold, just stand in the corner. It’s 
always 90 degrees there. 

"What's the best thing about Switzerland?” 
 "I don't know, but the flag is a big plus.” 

"Why do fathers take an extra pair of socks when 
they go golfing?" "In case they get a hole in one!” 

"I thought the dryer was shrinking my clothes. 
Turns out it was the refrigerator all along.” 

"I don't trust stairs. They're always up to 
something.” 

"Why can't a nose be 12 inches long? Because 
then it would be a foot.”

Easy Rocky Road 
	 

200g  Baking Milk Chocolate Block 

75g  Baking Dark Chocolate Block

25g Unsalted butter

50g Mixed pink & white marshmallows, cut with 
scissors into small pieces 

50gShortbread biscuits, chopped into bite-sized 
pieces 

100g macadamia nuts

Line a 3cm-deep, 8 x 25cm bar pan with plastic 
wrap. Place the 200g Baking Milk Chocolate 
Block and 75g Baking Dark Chocolate with the 
25g unsalted butter, in a heatproof bowl over a 
pan of simmering water (don't let the bowl touch 
the water), then stir until melted.  Stir 50g mixed 
pink & white marshmallows pieces, into 
chocolate with 50g chopped shortbread biscuits, 
and 100g macadamia nuts and 25g raisins. 
Spread into pan, chill in fridge for 2 hours or until 
hard. Slice in the pan.
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