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CROSS KEYS | cinsuonen

St Peter’s Anglican Church Bundoora “God’s Kingdom requires
Cnr Grimshaw and Monckton Streets Bundoora us to make Disciples”
www.stpetersbundoora.org.au with the GOAL being

stpetersbundooracrosskeys mail.com

“Outreach”

The parishioners of St Peter’s
welcome
The Rev Stephen Monsiegneur

A very warm welcome is extended to
Reverend Stephen Monsiegneur, as he
takes up the position of Priest in Charge of
the Parish of St Peter’'s Bundoora on the
2nd March 2023.

Stephen comes to St Peter’s from St
Paul's, Ipswich. Stephen’s wife, Ursula, is
currently working in Melbourne. Stephen
and Ursula have two daughters.

Reverend Stephen’s Commissioning
Service will be held on Thursday 2nd
March, 2023 at 7pm

THANKYOU...

The parishioners of St Peter extend their sincere gratitude to Bishop Kate Prowd,
and the members of the Incumbency Committee for their dedicated work in their
search of a new Vicar for St Peter’s.

Also, the parishioner’s thanks are extended to
the Rev. Wendy Couch and Rev. Dr. Andrew
Bunting for the time they served as Locum at St
Peters. A special ‘Thank you’ is extended to the
Reverends Ray and Margaret Hartley for their
much appreciated dedicated Ministry, as
Locum and Associate Priest, filling in for
extended periods as the Incumbency
Committee carried out their role.
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Calendar o

Sunday 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion Comm|55|on|ng of
Sunday 9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist the Reverend Stephen
Wednesday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion .

Sunday 9.30 a.m. Sunday School Mon5|egneur
Meditation - Saturday 10.00 a.m. as Priest-ln-Charge

Everyone is welcome. Contact Ranijit
Wijesinha for more information

0403 654 549. ’
Vasey House - Wednesday 11.00a.m. St Peter’s Bundoora
St Peter’s conducts a Church Service at March 2nd at 7.00p.m.

Vasey House.

Contact Sylvia 0425 971 179

Choir Practice - Thursday 7.30 p.m. In
the Church (wearing masks is mandatory).
Contact Ken Foggie - Choir Master
0409 933 166

Life Groups - Wednesday 8.00 p.m.
Via Zoom. Please contact Shirley Nash
0403 601 713 for details

Messy Church - 4.00p.m. to 6.00p.m.
2nd Sunday of the month

Messy Church is Christ-centred

and welcoming to everyone - singles,
adults, and families, not just children,
focused on fun with craft, activities,
stories and a meal to share together.
Everyone from the community is
welcome.

YoYoFa Youth and Young Families

Contact Reena 0426 894 321 for details
Conversation, Craft and Coffee - 2nd Easter
Friday of each month 2p.m. Meeting Room Shrove Tuesday
Tamil Service Every 3rd Sunday at 4p.m. February 21st
Pancakes in the Meeting Room
‘Once | stopped rushing through Life, 6.00pm
was amazeo how much more Life t had
time for.’ Ash Wednesday Eucharist

Wednesday 22nd February
9.30am and 7.00pm with

World Day of Prayer imposition of ashes.
to be held at Good Friday - April 7th
St. Peter’s Bundoora
on Friday 3rd March, Easter Sunday - April 9th
at 1.30pm
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Welcome News

We have a new Vicar! The Archbishop has appointed the Reverend Stephen Emmanuel
Monsiegneur, BHIthSc, BTh, as Priest-in-Charge of St Peter’s Bundoora. This was announced
on Sunday 18 December 2022 and he will be Commissioned by Bishop Kate Prowd on Thursday
2 March 2023 at 7pm.

Fr Stephen, born 1966, is a Registered Nurse and worked as a health professional until
beginning his theological training. He was ordained deacon in 2017 and priest in 2018 by the
Archbishop of Brisbane. He has worked in various roles in the Parish of St Paul’s Ipswich.

He introduces himself in the following article.

We acknowledge those who have represented us on the Incumbency Committee, John Collins,
Jeff Cripps, Gayle Simpson and Bruce Smith for their dedication, determination and delivery.

We look forward to welcoming Fr Stephen and his wife Ursula to this Parish. A good roll-up to the
Commissioning would be a lovely way to start.

Fr Ray Hartley, Locum

From Fr Stephen:

Greetings to the community of St Peter’s Bundoora.

By now many will be aware that, with God’s blessing, | will on March 2, 2023 become your
new vicar. | suspect there may be several questions about who | am, my style of ministry, what
brings me from Queensland to Victoria and what does my family look like? Well, let me answer
some of those questions.

So, who are Stephen and Ursula Monsiegneur? Well, the very abridged response is:

Our family as the photo shows consists of Myself, Ursula and our two daughters. Louise, our
eldest, remains in Ipswich working in carpentry. Caitlin, our youngest, lives and studies in
Melbourne and in hindsight may have had some part in our realisation of God’s plan for us to
be with you.

Importantly in our house, the term ‘football’ applies to soccer only, whereas ‘footy’ can be
either AFL/AFLW or Rugby (league or union). League is the NRL/NRLW. Union, well that’s
simply rugby union. We support the Brisbane Lions and | doubt this will change as Ursula was
a keen supporter of their origin club the Fitzroy Lions. As for rugby league, | bleed blue & gold
(Parramatta Eels).

We are a multicultural family, our parents hailing from Malta, England, Germany and Australia.
Born and raised in Southwest Sydney | grew up within the Roman Catholic tradition. From pre-
teens | have taken an active interest in church life and community. In adulthood | have been
especially drawn to areas of faith, spirituality and governance. Ursula grew up Anglican with
much of her childhood spent in Germany before relocating to Australia (Lismore, NSW); and
she is pretty good at both languages. We married in 1990 in Ingleburn NSW. Before moving to
Ipswich QId in 1993 where in time we were blessed with Louise and Caitlin.

Being deaconed in 2017 and priested in 2018 | am a mature entrant to ordained ministry. For
the past five years | have been ministering in Ipswich Queensland (St Paul’s Ipswich and St
Thomas North Ipswich) and began sensing a call to explore other ministries. Victoria was not
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on my radar until a recent opportunity arose to worship with several communities. Along with
my mother, Ursula and | were fortunate to spend a morning worshiping with you. We each felt
very welcomed and during the service my sense of call, some might call it unrest, began to
settle. After some lots of reflection, discussion and prayer we became more certain that God
was calling us to Bundoora.

As a shepherd, it is not my role to simply change things, yet my arrival will itself be a change.
My priority is to journey with the community. To listen and learn your story while also sharing my
own so that we may grow together exploring new ways of experiencing and expressing the love
of God we know through Jesus Christ.

Prior to ministry | spent over thirty years within the nursing profession where | focused primarily
on mental health, disaster management and psychosocial recovery. A key shaper of my style of
leadership comes from an interest in people, how they interact, understand themselves and
face the nature of being. | see relationships, including that with God through Jesus, as always
evolving. As we encounter new experiences and ideas we are called to reflect on these against
our current understanding. This is how a (good) Catholic boy realised his call as an Anglican
priest, but the detail is for another time. | believe my role as a priest is not one of shaping others
to look like me but rather walking with and helping them to recognise the work of the Holy Spirit
in the unique context that is their life. | am certain that God speaks to ALL people regardless of
colour, language or tradition. It is us who have the choice to listen or not.

It is for various reasons my belief that God has called me to leave Ipswich where | have been
walking, and where through my encounters and learning | have grown, to begin walking with
you, the people of St Peter’s Bundoora. It is my prayer that through our journey together we will
share from our unique stories as we continue Jesus’ mission of making salvation known; and
through that sharing, the depth of our faith in God will continue growing personally and
communally, such that it will be a beacon to others.

Ursula and | are very much looking forward to joining you all soon in Bundoora.

God bless you all, Fr Stephen
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Letter to parish re residential concerns.

It has been brought to my attention that there is some disappointment within the parish regarding
our (Fr Stephen and Ursula) decision not to reside in the vicarage. This decision, made in
consultation with the wardens, was necessary to facilitate for us a sustainable work-life balance.

While | remained in Brisbane, Ursula has worked in Melbourne's CBD since mid-2022. As her
work hours are variable living near to work was preferable. To this end she acquired an
apartment in South Melbourne. This lease runs to about July 2023 and the cost of breaking the
lease is prohibitive.

It is important that, while | am your vicar, | am also Ursula's husband and that | support Ursula in
maintaining her sense of professional identity. As we will only have one car Ursula will be reliant
on timely public transport. Our thinking is that we will relocate somewhere between our
respective offices once the lease expires. Currently we are investigating along a corridor
between Coburg and areas around Preston. Of course, we will be listening to your wisdom to
ensure that in any decision the needs of all are considered.

| am aware that there may concern regarding impacts this may have on my engagement and
availability to the community of Bundoora. Let me assure you, having driven to and from
Bundoora a number of times in varied traffic and different routes | am confident the location we
chose will have no negative impact on my ministry. Regarding priorities, you and my ministry to
you, is not something | take lightly. | answer not only to you, the community of St Peter's or the
Bishop, but also to God. To this end, as my calling has brought me to Bundoora, | will be within
the parish routinely each day bar ministry, other diocesan requirements or my days off.

Regarding the vicarage. We are humbled by the effort the parish has gone to in the renovations.
However, it is far more than Ursula and | need or would use. As stewards of the resources we
are blessed with, we should always be looking for opportunities, and | have suggested that the
vicarage might be put to better use in a manner that may facilitate additional income and parish
outreach ministry.

| realise | have not gone into detail but | hope this explanation goes some way to helping you
understand our thinking and reassuring you that we appreciate your efforts to welcoming us into
your community.

As we all go forward may we know the Spirit’'s work in our hearts and minds, may it fill us with
love, wisdom and patience.

Your servant in Christ

Fr Stephen

| have a choice each and every single day :

| choose to feel Blessed ;

| choose to feel Grateful Kzndness
| choose to feel Excited | choose to use my voice for Compasswn
| choose to feel Thankful kindness, my ears for ]

| choose to feel Happy compassion, my hands for Cﬁd?’lty

| choose to feel Peace

| choose to feel Passionate

| choose to feel Courageous
| choose to feel Compassionate Love
| choose to be useful

| choose to feel God’s love.

charity, my mind for truth and
my heart for love. Trutﬁ
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Christmas Lunch

“It was the night before Christmas”, ... Oh! No, it wasn’t!
It was the Sunday after Church, when a number of
parishioners and friends, gathered in the hall, to
participate in a Christmas Celebration. The tables were
decorated with the usual flair, the atmosphere set and
the parishioners entered with anticipation of a happy
celebration.

On this occasion, meals were pre-ordered and delivered
to our tables. Beef or pork with vegetables and plum
pudding with custard and cream, or mousse with fresh
berries. It didn’t really matter which menu you chose as
each item was tastefully presented and a mouthwatering
delight.

The meal was made more enjoyable by the company
around the tables and much conversation and laughter
was evident as the afternoon continued. The downside, if
there was one, was the task of cleaning up. Every time we
thought we were close to being finished another glass or
plate appeared, which wouldn’t have been so bad if the dishwasher was working.
Nevertheless all participants took the task in their stride and by sharing the load it did
make the task a great deal easier. Another most enjoyable and successful
FUNdraising event.

Thank you to everyone who made the
Christmas Lunch so enjoyable.

St Peter’s Anglican Church
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Nine Lessons and Carols 2022

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, is the traditional Christmas Eve service held in King's
College Chapel, Cambridge, England. The service was introduced in 1918 to bring a more
‘imaginative approach’ to worship. It was first broadcast in 1928 and is now broadcast to millions
of people each year. The service includes readings from the Bible. The opening carol is always
'Once in Royal David's City’, the first verse is sung as a Solo, and there is always a new, specially
commissioned carol. The commissioned carol for the 2022 edition of ‘A Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols’ was a setting of the text Angelus ad Virginem by Matthew Martin, Precentor and
Director of College Music at Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge. The new carol was premiered
by the Choir of King’s College, Cambridge, conducted by Daniel Hyde, during the live broadcast
of the Festival on Christmas Eve.

Nine Lessons and Carols has also become an annual event at St Peter’s,Bundoora, at which the
parishioners hear the story of Christmas revealed via the reading of 9 passages of scripture.
Each reading is prefaced by the singing of a Carol. This year, we commenced by having John
Clower sing ‘Once in Royal David’s City’. The solo was greatly appreciated by the congregation,
which was keen to join in the singing.

Parishioners added to the service by taking responsibility for a reading and the congregation were
prepared for singing and gave voice to each carol. The Readings and Carols are listed on Page 7.

A very special “Thank you” is extended to Ken Foggie, Choir Master extraordinaire and the
members of the Choir: John Clower, Mara Medenieks and Reena Thomas; and Margaret Martyr,
St Peter’s very talented Organist who brings the music to our ears and to Rev Ray and Rev
Margaret Hartley for once again their dedication to enrich the life of St. Peter’s, Bundoora.
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Festivals of Nine Lessons and Carols - Sunday 11th December

2022

The Carols and the Nine Lessons:

N .

First Carol :
Once in Royal David City =
Solo by John Clower

—_—

First Reading:
Genesis Chapter 3: 8 - 15
Reena Thomas

Carol: Away in a Manager
Second Reading

Isaiah Chapter 40: 1 -11
Bruce Smith

Carol: The First Nowell
Third Reading
I[saiah9:2 -7

Rev Margaret Hartley

Carol:

O Come All Ye Faithful
Fourth Reading
Jeremiah

Chapter 31:31-34
Leewa Wilfred

Carol: Hallelujah -
Christmas Version - Choir

Fifth Reading
Isaiah Chapter 7:10 - 14
Jeff Cripps

Carol: It Came Upon A Midnight Clear
Sixth Reading
Micah5:2 -4
Ken Foggie

Carol: While Shepherds
Watched

Seventh Reading
Isaiah 11:26 - 38

Noni Fullelove

Carol: O Holy Night -Choir
EighthReading
Luke 1:26 -38
Sylvia Peacock

Carol: Song of Joy
Ninth Reading
John1:1-14
Rev Ray Hartley

Carol: Silent Night, Holy Night
We wish you a Merry Christmas Choir

St Peter’s Anglican Church
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Christmas Eve Services

Two services were held on this occasion.
The first, at 7pm, was especially designed
with children in mind. Unfortunately, my
circumstances did not allow me to attend

and so | do not have any observations to //" easne 5 P il "M'"'W
make

The second was a Carol singing event H ‘
commencing at 10.30pm. The
congregation joined in each of the carols

with enthusiasm, some dressed in
national costume, but all intent on making
a joyful sound.

At about 11.00pm, Ken, the Coordinator,
called time and gave us all a chance to rest before the service commenced at 11.30pm.

The service featured the Choir, which while small in number make a tremendous contribution
to the service.

| also note that our locums, Ray and Margaret, were in attendance at the two services, as well
as having their family join us for the Christmas luncheon. We have been most fortunate to
have their time and commitment to St Peter’s over such a long period, while waiting for the
appointment of a new vicar. Their dedication is much appreciated.

One of the pleasing aspects of the night was the presence of Bishop Kate, who apparently had
a spare night and chose to visit St Peter’s. Indeed, not only did she visit, but she was pleased
to be able to conduct the service. The service displayed all the formality for such an important
night. Candles. flowers. incense, carol singing and a full team to manage the service.

On this occasion Bishop Kate was able to add a little more information about the arrival of our
new Vicar. It goes without saying that she was pleased to have been able to satisfy the
Incumbency Committee. The search had taken a long time and with so many parishes looking
for a vicar, for a while the prospects did not look too good.

Following the service everyone present had an opportunity to socialise over a cuppa and
something to eat. A wonderful atmosphere had been created. Once again | missed some of
the excitement as | returned home to continue the preparation for the next day.

St Peter’s Anglican Church Page 9



Issue 37 St. Peter’s Anglican Church February, March 2023

Lighting the Advent Candles

Anniversary
Hundreds of people gathered in St Paul’s Cathedral, on Tuesday 13 December, for a
special Eucharist to mark the thirtieth anniversary of the first ordination of women to the
priesthood in the Melbourne Diocese. Among them, was Margaret Hartley who was ordained
priest by Archbishop Keith Rayner on 16 December 1992.

St Peter’s Anglican Church
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Go the Glory of God and in memory of

IMargarel HAnne Dyson

71947- 2022
Ghe gift of her family

On Sunday 18th December, the parishioners of
St Peter’s, welcomed family and friends of a
long term and much loved parishioner -
Margaret Anne Dyson who died on the 28th
June 2022. During the Eucharist the Rev Ray
Hartley dedicated a Credence Table for use in
the Sanctuary in memory of Margaret. The
table was a gift of her family to St Peter’s. At
the end of the service Margaret's ashes,
together with those of her father, Gordon
Raymond Johnson (1911-2011) were interred
in the Memorial Garden. Afterwards, the
parishioners enjoyed sharing Morning Tea with
the Dyson family.
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Thought provoking reading . . .

The following article was sited on St Martin’s Church Hawksburn (South Yarra) Website:

“We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, widowed,
heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual, and those whose relationships are “just a bit complicated”.
We welcome the filthy rich, comfortable or dirt poor. We extend a special welcome to wailing
babies, excited toddlers, and their very tired parents.

We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly to yourself. You’re
welcome here if you're ‘just browsing’, just woken up or just got out of prison. We don’t mind if
you’re more Christian than the Archbishop of Canterbury, or haven’t been to church since
Christmas ten years ago. We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown
up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome keep-fit mums, football
dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, hipsters, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome the
popular kids, the nerds and everyone who falls somewhere in between. We welcome those who
are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you're having problems, just holding on,
down in the dumps or don’t like what you’ve seen or heard about churches in the past (frankly,
we sometimes don’t like what we see or hear either).

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or
are here because grandma is visiting. We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or
neither. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion
shoved down their throats as kids, or got lost in the city and wound up here by mistake. No
matter who you vote for, where you come from, the length of your beard or the colour of your
skin, you’re welcome here’. We welcome you not because we think you’re a good person or
bad, but simply because you are a person.

We welcome you, because others welcomed us.
We welcome pilgrims, tourists, regulars, seekers, doubters...
and, of course, you!

The world is a complicated place full of diverse individuals all trying to make sense of what’s
going on around them. We all have our quirky ways, different ways of viewing the world and
that makes us all unique. We need to accept and celebrate this uniqueness. After all, just
remember, the world would be pretty boring if we were all the same!!

THE THREE BEARS

It was a sunny morning in the big forest and the bear family was just waking up. Baby bear went
downstairs and sat in his small chair at the table. He looked into his small bowl. It was empty!
“Who’s been eating my porridge?” he squeaked.

Daddy bear arrived at the table and sat in his big chair. He looked into his big bowl. It was also
empty! “Who’s been eating my porridge?” he roared.

Mummy bear put her head through the serving hatch from the kitchen and yelled, “For Pete’s sake,
how many times do we have to go through this? It was Mummy bear who got up first. It was
Mummy bear who woke everybody else in the house up. It was Mummy bear who unloaded the
dishwasher from last night and put everything away. It was Mummy bear who went out into the cold
early morning air to fetch the newspaper. It was Mummy bear who set the
table. It was Mummy bear who put the cat out, cleaned the litter box and
filled the cat’'s water and food dish.

And now that you've decided to come downstairs and grace me with your
presence....listen up, because I’'m only going to say this one more ¥
time......ooo | haven’t made the porridge yet!!

St Peter’s Anglican Church
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Who’s Sitting in the Pew?

Two persons, who went to High School together, were inaugural students for a new High School
called Lakeside High, located in Radford Road, Reservoir. It later became
Lakeside College, but more recently was demolished. The first two years,
before the school was built, Years 7 and 8 students were educated in
Church Halls, in Ashley Street and Beatty Street in Reservoir or at St
John’s Ambulance Hall in Spring Street, Reservoir. The latter is now a
block of units. There was much excitement when in 1961 the students, now
increased to 340 pupils, spanning Forms 1 — 3, or today referred to as year
7 to 9, moved into the new school, occupying 13 classrooms. A canteen
had been completed, when the school officially opened in April 1962. The
official opening was conducted by the Minister for Education — Hon. J.S.
Bloomfield in April 1962. The School Motto was, “Strive to Achieve.” Mr N
L Russell was the first principal, followed by Mr Sier and later a Mr Storey.
Uniform wearing was strict. Girls: Winter Tunics, shirts, tie, beret and school jumper. In Summer:
gingham dress and straw hats. Boys: Long pants, shirt, tie, jumper and blazer. The
headmistress was scary; out with a tape to measure the length of dresses among other things!!
Many stories were told at a recent reunion, (held yearly) but delayed by the impact of Covid.

One of the two students, was an amazing athlete; hurdles, high jump, and ran against Charlene
Rendina, an Olympic Champion, who was a pupil at our school. At the inter-school sports, they
both ran against Raelene Boyle, who was at Coburg High.

The other student was a hockey player and tennis player. In school days, tennis required a bike
ride from Radford Road, to Leamington Street, north of the lake, or other courts in Pine Street.
Lakeview Tennis Club still functions, but the Pine Street courts
have disappeared. This ex Student played competition tennis until
the age of 70, and was the President of Crancross Tennis Club in
Albert Street, Preston. Later, this
student completed in ten National
Games (all states, except
Tasmania); and two world Games :
Manchester and Sydney. Her choice
of games was Tennis, both Singles
and Doubles, Second choice was
Table Tennis but she also played
Petanque, Ten Pin Bowling
Badminton, Long Jump, Shot Put
and Relay.

Who were these students?
“School Days, the best years of our
lives....... If only we had known it

then.... Us girls.

SESSEe
oD TRANSPLANT GRVES

SYDNEY 1997
THAILAND 2007
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The following article, written by Mark Brolly
was published in ‘The Melbourne Anglican’ on
4th February 2022

Struggle continues despite 30 year

milestone for women’s ordination
Assistant Bishop Kate Prowd was among the
first group of women ordained as priests in
Melbourne.

WOMEN remain undervalued in the church
despite 2022 marking 30 years since their
ordination as Anglican priests in Australia,
according to one of Melbourne’s first women to
be ordained.

Melbourne Assistant Bishop Kate Prowd said
there was still a long way to go for women to
be fully valued in the church as well as wider
society, reflecting on her own priesting in
1992.

The ordination of 33 women to the priesthood
in Melbourne came after the 1992 General
Synod voted to allow Australian dioceses to
make their own decision on the issue. The
synod only narrowly reached the required two-
thirds majority to pass the bill.

Bishop Prowd said there was a great sense of
historical significance at the ordination
ceremony in 1992, with three groups of women
ordained over three services in December
because so many had been waiting.

The Reverend Elizabeth Alfred, who had been
a deaconess since 1944 and deacon since
1986, was the first of 33 women priested in
Melbourne, then aged 78.

Then in her early 30s, Bishop Prowd was
among the youngest.

She said there was a sense that women had
“arrived”. But at the same time a leader of the
Movement for the Ordination of Women Dr
Janet Scarfe warned the new priests not to rest
on their laurels.

“There’s still a long journey to go and we must
always be on the journey,” Dr Scarfe told
them.

Bishop Prowd said this situation was not
unique to the priesthood, or the ordination of
women.

“When we look at our society and what we've
been observing about women in politics,
economically, socially re sexual abuse — and
we know the Church is not immune from this —
it's really important for women in leadership to
keep those conversations on the table,” Bishop
Prowd said.

“All the wonderful work that’s been done in the
diocese in [the] Prevention of Violence Against
Women [program] is not finished ... it's never a
full stop.

“We've got to call out misogynistic behaviours
and attitudes, and discrimination. Women
aren’t the only ones to do that but women, as
leaders, encourage other women to find their
voice.”

Women were first ordained to the priesthood in
Melbourne in December 1992, after General
Synod voted narrowly to allow individual
dioceses to decide on the ordination of
women.

The final vote came after six hours debate, with
just two votes giving it the required two-thirds
majority in the House of Clergy.

Diocese of Melbourne publication See wrote at
the time that most of the women were
continuing in the ministries in which they were
already working.

Preaching during the first ordination service on
13 December, Archbishop Keith Rayner said
the normal joy of ordinations was
“immeasurably magnified” on what he
described as a historic occasion.

“We thank God for the women who have had
much pain to bear in their years of waiting,” he
said.

“My overwhelming impression ... has been of
women struggling, usually to their amazement,
with the growing conviction of God’s call to the
priesthood.”

Bishop Prowd said it was important to
remember that the first women priested in
Australia were ordained on 7 March 1992 in
Perth.

Of her own priesting, Bishop Prowd said there
was a strong sense of the big occasion.

St Peter’s Anglican Church
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She can vividly recall the women walking
down the stairs at the cathedral buildings
before the service with everybody else
assembled one floor down, and then all the
men applauded them.

“I couldn’t fight back tears streaming down my
face, it was just so humbling that sense of
responding the best way | knew to what |
believed to be God’s call,” Bishop Prowd

said.

An enduring part of her ministry has been her
brother Lindsay Urwin, also a bishop, and
opponent of women’s ordination.

Bishop Lindsay is vicar of Christ Church
Brunswick, having spent many years as a
priest and bishop in England. Bishop Prowd
said Bishop Urwin had reservations about the
authority of one branch of the church to ordain
women, and so had not participated in their
ordination. However he accepted they had
been ordained in good faith.

Despite his stance on women’s ordination,
Bishop Prowd’s brother was present at her
first Communion at St Agnes’ Black Rock in
1992 and at her episcopal consecration 26
years later.

She said he had been there — in spite of
himself — every step of the way. It’s led to
them both having an unexpected gift to offer
the church: learning to love in difference.

“For many years, his position on the ordination
of women was really hard for me personally,
much harder for me than for him. He was
getting on with his ministry of course ... but in
my thinking it was, ‘Somehow I've got to
convince him, why can’t he be converted, why
can’t he just see sense?’” Bishop Prowd said.
“‘Now, and this is the grace of God after many
conversations, many tears ...we've learned
how to love in difference.

“That has been an unexpected gift | can offer
and he can offer too. We don’t sort of parade it
and say, ‘Look at us, we know how to do it’ but
we’ve had to learn how to do that because we
mean so much to each other.

“Ironically if you like, or maybe again by the
grace of God, he has been one of my biggest
supporters as a bishop. He’s been there for
me every step of the way, he mentors me, he
advises me, he’s the go-to person for me.”
Bishop Prowd said through this she had also
learnt it was unwise to label people into neat

categories such as “traditionalist” or “feminist”.
“[This is] really important in the Church, and |
can see this in my own role in the episcopate
where probably there’s a majority of
Evangelicals, it's incumbent upon me to be
able to minister with them and respect them —
and | do,” she said.

Bishop Prowd also worked as a clinical
psychologist after ordination, but felt there was
something missing. In a similar way, when she
worked as a priest without that psychological
component, she also felt there was something
missing.

“I really had a very strong sense of that dual
vocation,” she said.

“For me, there was always that ‘third being’ in
the room. In my practice, | always used to light
a candle as a tiny gesture and as a reminder
that we were both, myself and the client, were
in the presence of God.

“My job as a clinical psychologist wasn'’t to
proselytise but the candle reminded me that all
we do and are happens in the light of grace
and love and forgiveness.”

Bishop Prowd said she and her husband Roger
— also ordained — became a novelty as one of
several clergy couples in the early days, but
that he and their three daughters had been
very supportive of her.

She said things had come a long way since
she was seeking her second position as a
deacon, when an archdeacon who was
interested in having her in his parish asked:
“And when are you having your next baby?”
But she said sometimes comments were still
made by male leaders in the church which
prompted her to think: “Can you just hear
yourself?”

“There have been great gains in the Church
since women were ordained and we've
travelled a long way from being a kind of
novelty and trailblazers ... Women’s ordination
is the norm [now] — Praise God,” Bishop Prowd
said.

“Women up front in leadership, both ordained
and lay, reflect that diversity of leadership in
the Church. And this contributes to the richness
of the Body of Christ.

“Women will keep reminding the Church and
the world that we are part of the story of God,
and our voice needs to be heard ... That’s
being faithful to our baptismal claim.”
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Lessons On Life

There was a man who had
four sons. He wanted his
sons to learn not to judge
things too quickly, so he
sent them on a quest, in
turn, to go and look at a
pear tree that was a great
distance away. Winter

The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the third in summer and the youngest
son in autumn. When they had all gone and come back he called them together to describe what
they had seen.

The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent and twisted. The second son said no, it was covered
with green buds and full of promise. The third son disagreed; he said it was laden with blossoms
that smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful, it was the most graceful thing he had ever seen.
The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it was ripe and drooping with fruit full of life and
fulfilment.

The man then explained to his sons that they were all right, because they had each seen but only
one season in the tree’s life.

He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only one season, and that the essence
of who they are and the pleasure, joy and love that come from that life can only be measured at
the end, when all the seasons are up.

If you give up when it's winter, you will miss the promise of your spring, the beauty of your
summer, fulfilment of your autumn.

Moral:

Don’t let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest. Don’t judge life by one difficult
season.

Persevere through the difficult patches and better times are sure to come sooner or later.

Just enjoy life in whatever season ... after all life is a gift from our all-knowing, all-loving God.

Did you Know:

Pears are grown across Australia, however 90% come from Victoria’s Goulburn Valley.

There are several different varieties of pears grown in Australia, however pear

production is primarily made up of three types of pears: [
Packham pears — account for approximately 60% of pear production

Williams pears — account for approximately 20% of pear production

Beurré Bosc — account for approximately 10% of pear production e
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY - Merle Foggie

The birthday of Charlie and Jane was quickly becoming a reality,
and Mary was worried as money was very tight, and although
she had really done well with what she was able to save the
children were growing older and it was harder to buy presents for
them. She put on her thinking cap but nothing came to mind.
They were good children and helped a lot with things that she
had to do.

Mary cleaned other people’s houses, which did not pay much but
she liked to give Charlie and Jane some pocket money, then of
course there was the shopping, plus rent and other odds and ends to see to. The two
children were also growing very quickly and new shoes and clothes were not cheap.

Ray her husband had left them to follow his dreams and had not been in touch with them
at all. Tears sprang to her eyes as she thought about the happier times that they had
spent together. Her Mum and Dad were always ready to help out, but Mary was always
trying to manage on her own. Charlie and Jane never grumbled, when their other friends
had new laptop computers and mobile phones knowing, the situation at home.

Mary some times had hand-me-downs from one of her clients and also found the Op Shop
staff were very helpful. At times the Church opened up and offered boxes for the needy,
this was always a great help with tins of beans and fruit.

One day they had gone to the market which was held on the village green. Walking
around and taking in what was for sale. They came upon a gentleman who was selling
puppies. When Charlie and Jane saw them, they became very excited and sat down on
the grass to cuddle the puppies. The gentleman spoke to Jane and asked if she was
interested in having one of his dogs, Jane told him, she would not be able afford one as
money was very tight.

Call me Steve he said to Mary and leave the children with me while you have a look
around the market, I'll look after them and they are quite happy with the puppies. Charlie
and Jane were delighted. Other people came to look at the puppies and after a while there
was only one left. Steve told the children that it was called the Runt of the litter as it was
very small, by this time Steve had found out quite a lot about the family situation.

He asked if Charlie could weed his garden and both of them could do a few errands for
him. They were delighted and said that if their mum would let them, yes they would be
happy to help him. Mary having finished all she wanted to look at , the children began to
tell her their news, Steve said that he would pay us some money for jobs that we did for
him and we could also have the last puppy if she said yes. Why don’t you come round and
have a cuppa with us so we can talk things over, by the way my name is Mary, Steve
agreed and the children were excited. The day came and Steve even brought the puppy
with him who settled on the rug in front of the fire, while they had a round table
conference. Charlie and Jane asked their mum if they could keep the puppy, and if she let
them do the jobs for Steve , they would buy the food to feed him and also save some for
when needed and they both said that it would be a great birthday present for them.

After a lot of discussion everything was sorted out and Charlie and Mary had named the
puppy Lucky and Steve became a very good friend, they were like one happy family. What
a chance meeting had bought about, was this by divine intervention?
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Words of Wisdom for 2023

¢ Prayer is not a ‘spare wheel’ that you ¢ When God solves your problems, you

pullout when in trouble, but it is a
‘steering wheel’ that directs you the
right path throughout.

Do you know why a car’s wind shield is
so large and the rear view mirror is so
small? Because our past is not as
important as our future. So, look ahead
and move on.

Friendship is like a book. It takes a few
seconds to burn, but it takes years to
write.

All things in life are temporary. If going
well, enjoy it, they will not last forever.
If going wrong, don’t worry, they can’t
last long either.

Old friends are gold. New friends are
diamonds. If you get a diamond, don’t
forget the gold; because to hold a
diamond, you always need a base of
gold.

Often when we lose hope and think this
is the end, God smiles from above and
says “Relax, it’s just a bend, not the
end”.

have faith in His abilities; when God
doesn’t solve your problems He has
faith in your abilities.

A blind person asked St Anthony
“Can there be anything worse than
losing your eye sight?” He replied:
“Yes, losing your vision!”

When you pray for others, God
listens to you and blesses them, and
sometimes when you are safe and
happy, remember that someone has
prayed for you.

Worrying doesn’t take away
tomorrow’s troubles it takes away
today’s peace.

Don’t worry about the things you
don’t have; be grateful for the things
you do have; and you will always be

happy.

Just one positive thought in the
morning can change your day.

When you are happy, you will make
other people happy too.
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