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CROSS  KEYS 
St Peter’s Anglican Church Bundoora   
Cnr Grimshaw and Monckton Streets Bundoora                                                                
www.stpetersbundoora.org.au

St Peter’s  
Mission Statement 
“God’s Kingdom 

requires us to make 
Disciples” 

with the GOAL being 
“Outreach”

The Vicar 
Reverend Stephen 

Monsiegneur 
Mobile: 0439 070 299  

Email:  
monsiegneurs@gmail.com

Live Streaming of  
St Peter’s Services 

www.stpetersbundoora.org.au   
Youtube St Peter’s Bundoora

Renewal of Wedding Vows

 
Baptism of Andrew Logan

St Peter’s Day Lunch

Jan Noblett

 
Who is “Who in the Pew?”

 
Groceries for Anglicare

mailto:monsiegneurs@gmail.com
http://www.stpetersbundoora.org.au
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Calendar  
Sunday 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist 
Wednesday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 9.30 a.m.  Sunday School 
Meditation - Saturday 10.00 a.m.   
Everyone is welcome.  Contact Ranjit 
Wijesinha for more information  
0403 654 549. 
Vasey House - Wednesday 11.00a.m. 
St Peter’s conducts a Church Service at 
Vasey House.   
Contact Sylvia 0425 971 179 
Ian brand Residential Care Bundoora 
Centre 
St Peter’s conducts a Church Service at 
Ian Brand Residential Care Bundoora.   
Contact Sylvia 0425 971 179 
Choir Practice - Thursday 7.30 p.m. In 
the Church (wearing masks is mandatory).  
Contact Ken Foggie - Choir Master  
0409 933 166 
Life Groups - Wednesday 8.00 p.m. 
Via Zoom. Please contact  
Shirley Nash 0403 601 713 for details 
Messy Church - 4.00p.m. to 6.00p.m.  
2nd Sunday of the month 
Messy Church is Christ-centred  
and welcoming to everyone - singles, 
adults, and families, not just children, 
focused on fun with craft, activities, stories 
and a meal to share together. Everyone 
from the community is welcome.  
Pleasant Friday Afternoons - 1st and 3rd 
Friday of each month at 2p.m. in the 
Meeting Room 
Tamil Service Every 3rd Sunday at 4p.m. 
Coffee Stall Outreach 
Coffee Stall on Alma Road. Thursday 
morning between 10 am and 12 noon. 
Contact Sylvia 0425 971 179 
Young Adults Group 
Meets on a regular basis on a Friday 
evening at 7.30pm in the Hall.  Please 
contact Aimee for meeting dates and 
information about the activities.  

Today’s mighty oak, is just 
yesterday’s nut that held its 

ground.  

Events 
Musical Organ Recital  

Sunday 11th August 2024 
2pm in the Church 

Enjoy a wonderful afternoon of popular music 
and favourite hymns. 

Leith Ewert 
Renowned organist 

will be playing music from well-known musicals 
and peoples requests. 

Our choir is already practising and  
our own musicians will take part. 

Followed by afternoon tea 
$10.00 Entrance Fee 

High Tea with Brendan Scott 

Sunday 29th, September 2024 

Brendan Scott is a versatile entertainer 
extraordinaire. He will sing many well known 
songs, play the piano, guitar, saxophone, banjo, 
and violin. He will also tap dance and entertain 
while you enjoy a scrumptious High Tea.
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While Andrew has not been 
with us for an enormous 
amount of time, he has 
certainly endeared himself to 
many. 
A quiet but friendly nature, he 
has embraced the friendship of 
Parishioners at St Peter’s and 
has become a regular at 
services. 
More recently he has found a 
seat in the choir, where his 
voice adds breadth to the 
choir’s musical talents.    
June 2nd  was a special 
Sunday, as Andrew made the 
decision to be baptised, a 
service carried  out by Rev. 
Stephen Monsiegneur. 

While most baptisms are usually conducted for babies, it is not unusual for it to be done for older 
“applicants”, the big difference being that the person being baptised is able to make the decision 
for themselves, rather than having someone else make it for them. 
Andrew’s decision in front of supportive witnesses demonstrates his belief and commitment.

Baptism of Andrew Wesley Logan 
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Renewal of Wedding Vows for Janis and Keith on their 30th Wedding Anniversary.

Another Exciting Sunday. 
I now realise how much is missed by the 
congregation who attend the 8am service. 
On 16th June, Janis and Keith, celebrating 
their 30th Wedding Anniversary, determined 
that it was an appropriate time to renew their 
wedding vows. 
Today, it seems many marriages are counted 
in years rather than decades, and it shows a 
continuing commitment and love for one 
another, when a couple recommit to the love 
they share for each other. 
We wish them the very best for the years 
ahead, and knowing that they have survived 
the first thirty the next twenty should not be 
difficult. 
Congratulations. 

“Congratulations on your 30th 

anniversary Janis and Keith! May 

your love continue to flourish, and 

may your days be filled with joy, 

laughter, and beautiful memories.” 

Volunteers Week at Vasey 
House.  
Each year across Australia, a week is 
designated to celebrate the invaluable 
contributions made by Volunteers.  
Volunteers are the icing on the cake! 
They add to the leisure and lifestyle 
programs in residential care where their 
gift of time and talents is so beneficial 
and greatly appreciated. This year two 
of St Peter’s parishioners attended the 
celebrations at Vasey House Bundoora. 
Terry Warburton and Sylvia Peacock 
both enrich the lives of the residents. 
Terry drives the bus taking residents on 
outings and Sylvia and Megan take the 
weekly Wednesday morning church 
service.  Congratulations Sylvia and 
Terry on your invaluable community 
contribution.  
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Recently, much to the delight 
of St Peter’s parishioners, 
they have been able to 
celebrate three milestone 80th 
Birthdays.   

First to celebrate their 80th 
Birthday, after the service on 
St Peter’s Day, was Laddie 
Schaulys. Laddie is a regular 
at the 8 o’clock service.  

Next, was Rob Lovell who was 
able to share his celebration 
with parishioners on 14th July. 

And finally on 21st July it was 
Murray Southhurst’s turn. 

On each occasion a very 
special rendition of Happy 
Birthday was sung.   

Each had a unique 
spectacular birthday cake in 
the shape of their initial.  Each 
had their own knife-wielding 
skills and the apparent skill 
and ease with which the cake 
was cut, it was obviously 
something everyone was 
going to enjoy.    

All the parishioners wish 
Laddie, Rob and Murray a 
very happy 80th birthday and 
hope that they have many 
years ahead to continue doing 
the things, which bring each 
much pleasure.
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Pentecost Service - 19th May
Hear ye! Hear ye! The invitation had gone out and was recorded in the Pew Sheet. 

“TODAY IS PENTECOST SUNDAY 
The altar frontal and the Sanctuary Party wear red and we invite parishioners to also wear red 

signifying the fire of the Holy Spirit. 
And the Lord’s Prayer will be said in as many different languages as possible by people in the 

congregation as the first apostles were blessed with many languages.” 

Congratulations! -  the challenge was accepted: most people did wear something red; the colour 
in the sanctuary was predominantly red; and yes, we did have a variety of versions of the Lord’s 
prayer provided by Parishioners using their first language. The Bible readings: First Reading:  
Acts 2 : 1-21. Psalm : 104 : 26-36. Second Reading : Romans 8 : 22-27  Gospel : John  15 : 
27-27; 16.4b-15. The service was enhanced by Margaret’s playing on the organ, wearing red, the 
singing of the choir and the support of the Parishioners. The hymns were: Introit : 398 Come 
Down O Love Divine. Gradual: 418 She Sits Like a Bird. Anthem  -  On Eagles Wings. Offertory  
405 Spirit Divine 
Communion 407 Breathe on Me Breathe and Final  416 Great God Your Spirit  
It was a wonderful experience. 
The significance of the day was brought to our attention by the sermon delivered by Rev Stephen 
Monsiegneur. The Day of Pentecost marks fifty days since Easter Day and brings the Easter 
season to an end. It is a major feast of the Church's year when Christians recall how God's Holy 
Spirit was given to the disciples after Jesus' ascension. 

We celebrate Christmas because it 
commemorates Jesus’ birth, Easter for 
the victory of Christ our Saviour, and 
Pentecost for the pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit.
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St Peter’s Day Lunch

On 30th June, St Peter’s Day, parishioners and their 
guests entered the Hall with much anticipation.  The 
tables were set, the wooden name crosses were placed 
and the raffle prizes displayed. Much chatter filled the air 
but all was quiet as John entertained us and the Guest 
Speaker, Jan Noblett, spoke about the work of Anglicare. 
A pleasant way to celebrate St Peter’s Day. 
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ANGLICARE  
It has been an extremely cold start to winter this year and with the cost of living the need to 
support Anglicare is needed more than ever. 
St Peter’s, as always has been overwhelmingly generous with my car loaded up on several trips 
to Anglicare Preston, St Marks Community Centre and Mission House. 
It is not too late to donate as the need continues for blankets, coats/jackets, new towels, new 
underwear and socks, toiletries and non-perishable food items. (we are not able to accept 
general clothing items) 
Thank-you for your continued support. 
Helen Brens 
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Bunnings Cake Stall 
A change of pace. Instead 
of being outside in the cold 
cooking sausages our 
parishioners were inside 
selling cakes, slices, and 
biscuits.  
Many experienced hands 
had been busy cooking. A 
working bee was spent 
slicing, wrapping and 
labelling the tasty morsels.   
Smiles on the faces of the 
sellers encouraged many 
passersby to stop and buy. 
The day ended with little 
left and the knowledge that 
next time more Honey Joys 
and Chocolate Crackles 
were needed.

Isn’t it amazing. 
God’s accuracy may be observed in the hatching of eggs.  
• those of the canary in 14 days  
• those of the barnyard hen in 21 days 
• eggs of ducks and geese in 28 days; 
• those of the mallard in 35 days.  
• he eggs of the parrot and the ostrich hatch in 42 days. 
Notice they are all divisible by seven, the number of days 
in a week. 
Each watermelon has an even number of stripes on the 
rind.  
Each orange has an even number of segments.  
Each ear of corn has an even number of rows 
Each stalk of wheat has an even number of grains. 
Every bunch of bananas has on its lowest row an even 
number and the next row an odd number. Amazing1 
The waves of the sea roll in on shore twenty-six to the 
minute in all kinds of weather. 
All grains are found in even numbers of the stalks.  
Now how great is the detail.

We don’t need you 
Once upon a time, a group of 
scientists decided that humans 
could do without God; so one of 
them looked up to God and said, 
“We’ve decided that we no 
longer need you.  We have 
enough wisdom to clone people 
and do many miraculous things.” 
God listened patiently and then 
said, “very well, let’s have a 
man-making contest. We’’ll do it 
just like I did back in the old days 
with Adam.” 
The scientists agreed, and one 
of them bent down and picked 
up a handful of dirt. God looked 
at him and said, “No! You have 
to make your own dirt.”  

A Vicar was walking down the street when he came upon a group of about ten boys, all of them 
between 9 and 12 years of age. The group had surrounded a dog.  Concerned lest the boys were 
hurting the dog he went over and asked, “What are you doing with that dog?”  
One of the boys replied, “This dog is just an old neighbourhood stray.  We all want him, but only 
one of us can take him home.  So we’ve decided that whichever of us can tell the biggest lie will 
get to keep the dog.”  Of course the Vicar was taken aback. “You boys shouldn’t be having a 
contest telling lies!” He exclaimed.  He then launched into a ten minute sermon against lying, 
beginning with “Don’t you boys know it is a sin to lie.”  And ending with “Why when I was your 
age I never told a lie.”  There was dead silence for about a minute. Just as the Vicar was 
beginning to think he’d gotten through to them, the smallest boy gave a deep sigh and said, “All 
right, give him the dog”.
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Who is Who in the Pew? Marlene (June) Warburton

I was born in Carlton, Melbourne, on 18th 
August, 1945 to a family of three girls and three 
boys.  I attended St. Pius Catholic School in 
West Heidelberg from the age of 6 to 14 years.   
I then commenced my working life one day after 
turning 14, where I worked in the shoe industry 
at Parade Shoes in Collingwood.  I later moved 
to Church Street, Middle Brighton at the age of 
16 and worked in a plastic factory called British 
Excelonite in Bentleigh.  

I then met my one and only husband Terry 
Warburton at the age of 17 and we were 
married at the age of 18 and 19 at Our Lady’s 
Church, East Brunswick on 2nd May 1964.  I got 
permission from my Parish Priest to marry out of 
my Parish.  We had a lovely reception in Church 
Street, Middle Brighton and then went on our 
honeymoon to Phillip Island where we drove 
down in our car. Upon our return we realised our 
car had run out of registration and with all the 
wedding expenses we were unable to re-
register the car for 3 years.  We lived without a 
car for those 3 years and used public transport 
wherever we went.  Then Terry purchased a 
Ford Prefect from my brother for 10 pounds.  
Terry worked as a butcher, and I started working 
in the clothing industry for a very long time.  

We later had our three children, two girls and a 
boy.  Wendy aged 59, Kim aged 57 and Michael 
(deceased) 55.  We are also blessed with 6 
healthy grandchildren.  We celebrate our 60th 
Wedding Anniversary this year with our beautiful 
family and friends. Terry and I also celebrated 

this milestone by going on a holiday commencing 
on 11th May 2024. 

Whilst our children were growing up Terry and I 
moved to 4 flats/houses before finally purchasing 
our own home at 100 Gleeson Drive, Bundoora 
where we lived for 17 years before building our 
current home in Plenty. When living in Bundoora, 
each year we would put up a Christmas display 
on our front lawn with lots of lights and 
ornaments for the public to view and enjoy each 
night. This display made it to the local newspaper 
as well as to numerous television stations such 
as channels 2, 7 and 9, where they televised 
directly from our front lawn.  This brought us and 
the neighbourhood much joy and excitement and 
the highlight was when Father Christmas would 
always arrive on the back of our son’s Ute on 
Christmas Eve presenting gifts to children in and 
around the neighbourhood and even to those that 
were visiting the area on Christmas Eve to 
celebrate the festive joy.  
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It was when we were living in Bundoora that we continued our faith journey by attending St Peters 
Anglican Church in 1990 under Father Ian Herring, just before Fr Grant Morrow became the Vicar. 
We were very involved with the parish and were instrumental in successfully raising money for the 
church as it was not very financial and we organised a lot of fun nights by organising a number of 
events such as Bingo, Horse Racing, Balloon Races, Cloth Rolls which I sowed together like toilet 
rolls that you had to wrap around another person race, Billy Cart races, Fancy Dress competitions, 
Onion races, Barbecues and Spit roasts, all for the sole purpose of fund raising for the church and 
it expenses.  

When Father Grant Morrow celebrated his 50th birthday in 1996, Terry and I organised a Surprise 
Party at our place, which was well accepted and brought everyone together. When Father Noel 
Whale came to our parish, I had a discussion with him to revive the fete which was successfully 
run for a number of years with parishioners getting too old to continue running the fete.  This did 
not stop me from thinking of newer ways to help the church survive financially and bearing in mind 
it was a challenge.  I started up stalls on Wednesdays instead.  In this new venture we were 
selling a lot of new items collected from family, friends and some parishioners donated some 
items, as well as, purchasing goods ourselves for the sale.  Terry and I would load up the trailer 
each week and then unload all the items for sale by ourselves and the proceeds of this sale 
significantly added to the parish coffers.  We also sold clothes that I bought from my place of work 
and stored them on clothes stands, stored in the meeting room area as it was too cumbersome to 
load and unload into the one single trailer each time.  The sales of all these items from the stall yet 
again benefited the parish and we were able to buy a new stove, tables and chairs which are still 
being used today.  When I was running the Wednesday stall, I built up a good rapport with the 
clients who regularly socialised and bought my goods which in turn helped me build a greater 
relationship with the local community and church.  
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In 2009 when Victoria witnessed the bushfires, Terry and I were involved in assisting the victims 
and volunteered our time, support and efforts to get people back on their feet.  I was fully involved 
in assisting the victims of this tragic event for 4 years by running pick up points for groceries, 
clothing, toiletries, furniture and many other items that were required at the time.  I also assisted 
with dinners each Monday night which was put on by the Diamond Valley Baptist Church with 
Terry sourcing the food from the Food Bank, to have people from the fire affected areas socialise 
and discuss their stories to help ease their suffering and pain.  In 2009, I was awarded a 
Certificate of Achievement, from the Premier of Victoria and in 2010,  I was again awarded the 
Nillumbik Australia Day Award, a special commendation for Volunteers of the year.  

In my spare time, I love 
spending time in my 
garden and vegetable 
patches, as well as, 
making jams and 
chutneys which I 
distribute amongst my 
family and friends.  
Terry and I love rearing 
chickens which also 
help locals, family and 
friends with fresh eggs 
for cooking and baking.  
We also have a lovely 
family pet called Trish 
who is a gorgeous 
greyhound that we 
rescued.  
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The impact of the King James (KVJ) version of the Bible on the spread of the 
Christian message and development of the English language.  -  Ranjit Wijesinha 
The first translation of the Bible into English from Hebrew and Greek was done by William 
Tyndale (1494-1536), a linguist, scholar and priest. In 1604 King James 1, of England authorised 
a new translation of the Bible into English. This translation was completed in 1611. 
The King James version of the Bible - known as the authorised version has had a significant 
impact on the spread of the Christian message, also for the development and the 
standardisation of the English language. In 1604, King James 1, of England commissioned the 
translation of the Bible from original Hebrew and Greek and was completed in 1611. 
According to the Times literary supplement, 9th Feb 2011, “The King James version of the Bible 
(KJV) is the most influential book in the world, in what is now its most influential language.” 
KJV has 39 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in the New Testament. 
It was written in a style of English known as early modern English. This was the standard form of 
English at that time. The style of writing enabled the King James version of the Bible to reach a 
wide audience. The King James version also provided grammatical and language conventions 
that are still in use today. The reading of the Bible played a significant role in improving literacy in 
England.  The Bible (KJV) was used as a textbook not only to study Christian teachings but to 
improve the reading and writing skills in children. The establishment of the British Empire played 
a significant role in the distribution of the KJV Bible into colonies in Asia, Africa, Australia and 
New Zealand. 
The Bible is a rich source of idioms and phrases. These idioms have become part of the English 
language. We hear these idioms in general conversations and are used by journalists, 
commentators and politicians. There are 85 idioms that have their origin in the Bible. 

 
Scapegoat

 
Wolves in Sheep Clothing The Eleventh Hour

Some of the idioms and phrases we tend to hear are:  
• Scapegoat - Leviticus 16:10 
• Enough is Enough - 2 Peter 3:9 
• An Eye for an Eye, a Tooth for Tooth - Exodus 

21:23-25 
• By the Skin of your Teeth - Job 19:20 
• Of Biblical Proportions - Exodus 7:14-11:10 
• Land of Milk and Honey - Exodus 3:8 
• Put Words in one’s Mouth - 2 Samuel 14:3 
• Bite the Dust - Psalms 72:9 
• Wits’ End - Psalms 107:27 
• Go the Extra Mile - Matthew 5:41 
• Straight and Narrow - Matthew 7:4 
• Wolves in Sheep Clothing - Matthew 7:15 
• A house Divided Against Itself Cannot Stand - 

Matthew 12:25 
• The Blind Leading the Blind - Matthew 15:13 

• Flesh and Blood - Matthew 16:17 
• Millstone Around the Neck - Matthew 

18:6 
• The Eleventh Hour - Matthew 20:6 
• A Little Birdie told me - Ecclesiastes 

10:20 
• A Drop in the Bucket - Isaiah 52:8 
• See Eye to Eye - Isaiah 52: 8 
• No Rest for the Wicked - Isiah 57:21 
• Can a Leopard change his spots? - 

Jeremiah 13:23 
• Writing on the Wall - Daniel 5:5-6 
• Sour Grapes - Ezekiel 18:2 
• Letter of the Law - 2 Corinthians 3:16 
• Fall from Grace - Galatians 5:4 
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THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
It is unlikely that anyone goes through a 
day's conversation without quoting 
Shakespeare. Once in a while we realise we 
are doing this but, most of the time, we lift his 
lines to season our speech and sharpen our 
opinions without the slightest thought of the 
source. 

When you call a man a 'rotten apple' or a 
'blinking idiot' ... when you say he 'bears a 
charmed life' ... when you proclaim him 'a 
man of few words' ... when you speak of 'cold 
comfort', 'grim necessity', 'bag and baggage', 
'the mind's eye', 'holding your tongue', ... 
when you refer to your 'salad days' or 'heart 
of hearts'... when you lament 'the beginning 
of the end', or 'life's uncertain voyage', you 
are quoting Shakespeare! 

When you use such expressions as 'neither 
here nor there’, or 'as luck would have it', or 
'what's done is done' ... When you say 
something 'smells to Heaven', or is 'Greek to 
me', or it's a 'mad world' ... When you 
complain you 'haven't slept a wink' or that 
your family is eating you out of 'house and 
home' or you've 'seen better days' ... When 
you nod wisely and say 'Love is blind' or 'The 
world is my oyster’, you are quoting 
Shakespeare. 

Shakespeare was the greatest cliché 
inventor of all time. Without him to put the 
words in our mouths the English language 
would have a lean and hungry look. 

ANYWAY 
"People are often unreasonable, irrational, 

and self-centred. 
Forgive them anyway. 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of 
selfish, ulterior motives. 

Be kind anyway. 

If you are successful, you will win some 
unfaithful friends and some genuine 

enemies. 
Succeed anyway. 

If you are honest and sincere people may 
deceive you. 

Be honest and sincere anyway. 

What you spend years creating, others could 
destroy overnight. 
Create anyway. 

If you find serenity and happiness, some may 
be jealous. 

Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today, will often be 
forgotten. 

Do good anyway. 

Give the best you have, and it will never be 
enough. 

Give your best anyway.  

In the final analysis, it is between you and 
God. It was never between you and them 

anyway."  

Mother Teresa (1910 - 1997) had this written 
on the wall of the home for children in 
Calcutta, India, She likely adapted 
it from “The Paradoxical Commandments” by 
Kent Keith. 

Sister Teressa of CalcuttaWilliam Shakespeare  
National Today
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BRING POTATO CHIPS 
               (Author unknown) 

Take 60 seconds to read 
this story. It will give you 
time to settle your brain, 
gather your thoughts, 
calm down and start your 
week off on a positive 
note. 

Potato Chips 

A little boy wanted to meet God. He knew it 
was a long trip to where God lived. So he 
packed his suitcase with a bag of potato 
chips and a six-pack of Soft Drink and  
started his journey. When he has gone about 
three blocks, he met an old man. He was 
sitting in the park, just staring at some 
pigeons.  

The boy sat down next to him and opened 
his suitcase.  He was about to take a drink 
from his bottle when he noticed that the old 
man looked hungry, so he offered him some 
chips. He gratefully accepted it and smiled at 
him.   

His smile was so pretty that the boy wanted 
to see it again, so he offered him a soft drink. 
Again, he smiled at him. The boy was 
delighted!  They sat there all afternoon eating 
and smiling but they never said a word... 

As twilight approached, the boy realised how 
tired he was and he got up to leave.  But 
before he had gone more than a few steps, 
he turned around, ran back to the old man, 
and gave him a hug. He gave him his biggest 
smile ever.... 

When the boy opened the door to his own 
house a short time later, his mother was 

surprised by the look of joy on his face. She 
asked him, “What did you do today that made 
you so happy?” 

He replied, “I had lunch with God.”  But 
before his mother could respond, he added, 
“You know what?  He’s got the most beautiful 
smile I’ve ever seen! 

Meanwhile, the old man, also radiant with joy 
returned to his home. His son was stunned 
by the look of peace on his face and he 
asked, “Dad, what did you do today that 
made you so happy?” 

He replied “I ate potato chips in the park with 
God.”  However, before his son responded, 
he added, “You know, he’s much younger 
than I expected.” 

Too often we underestimate the power of a 
touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, 
an honest compliment, or the smallest act of 
caring, all of which have the potential to turn 
a life around. People come into our lives for a 
reason, a season, or a lifetime! 

Embrace all equally!   
Have lunch with God...bring chips. 

Thank you to Stephen Lewis  
for providing this article. 

God is in every tomorrow  
Therefore I live for today -  

Certain of finding at sunrise  
Guidance and strength for the way;  
Power for each moment of weakness, 

Hope for each moment of pain; 
Comfort for every sorrow,  

Sunshine and joy after rain.
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The Power of Forgiveness.  A short story by Merle Foggie 

Well! Well! If it’s not Jenny Wren, Jenny turned to see Steve Nugent 
standing behind her; What are you doing here? she asked. I now work 
here on computers, and have been for some time.   You know that you 
made my life a misery at school, always pulling my hair or making rude 
remarks, I really thought that I was rid of you when I left school.  I’m sorry 
about that, Steve said, but I am here to stay. Well please stay clear of me, 
Jenny said and walked away from him. 

She stopped for a coffee on her way home and decided to sit and think things over. How 
unhappy she had always been, taunted by Steve day after day.  Her mum always used to say 
take no notice, but Jenny found it very hard. Growing up and finding a good job in a Lawyer’s 
office, she had become a private secretary, but meeting Steve had brought it all back. 

The days passed and Jenny began to think she was going to be lucky and not bump into Steve, 
but after she was finished her work and was leaving the office, there he was waiting for her. She 
tried to push past him, but Steve asked, Can we go and have a coffee and clear the air? I’m not 
sure, said Jenny, you really upset me. I am very sorry, said Steve, but maybe we can put things 
right. What do you say?  Jenny looked at Steve, could she believe him? Well I’ll give you 
sometime and see what you are going to say. Steve smiled and put her arm through his and 
together they found a coffee shop, and a table by the window; this should suit us he said. 

When they had settled Steve said, I want to apologise for all the hurt that I caused you, it 
seemed like fun for me at the time, but I didn’t realise how you must have felt. It amused the 
other lads in the class and I thought that I was a big guy. But I’ve changed now Jenny and if you 
could please forgive me. Is there any chance that you can?  Jenny said, I will really think about it 
and let you know, and Maybe we can meet again in a weeks time. Thank you, said Steve. 

Jenny did think very deeply, that they were now both adults, she asked her mother what she 
should do and of cause her mother said make up and put things behind you. Meeting Steve 
again, she said yes, they could be friends. It seemed as if a big cloud had now disappeared and 
she settled down to now see Steve more often. After a few months had passed Steve asked 
Jenny to marry him and she agreed. Time passed very quickly and the big day arrived. 

They have now been married for 18 months and now have a beautiful daughter. It only goes to 
show that with faith and good advice from her mother that it may not be easy at first to forgive but 
it always pays off in the end. 

                                                                                               God Bless 
                                                                                                           Merle
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