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CROSS  KEYS 
St Peter’s Anglican Church Bundoora   
Cnr Grimshaw and Monckton Streets Bundoora                                                                
www.stpetersbundoora.org.au 
stpetersbundooracrosskeys@gmail.com

St Peter’s  
Mission Statement - 2021 
“God’s Kingdom requires 

us to make Disciples” 
with the GOAL being 

“Outreach”

Live Streaming of St Peter’s Services 
www.stpetersbundoora.org.au   
Youtube St Peter’s Bundoora   

Rev’d. Dr. Wendy Crouch Locum Vicar
Email : WCROUCH@NETSPACE.NET.AU

Mobile : 0408 133 851 

At the Locum Vicar’s Desk 

Greetings to friends of St Peter’s. 

As I write this, the COP 26 Conference in Glasgow has commenced and 
will continue until 12th November. Although many of the world’s leaders 
have returned home, their representatives continue the negotiations. There 
are many challenges with these ongoing negotiations and commitments as 
we know. Our regional Bishop is Bishop Kate Prowd, and in her weekly 
newsletter to clergy (5th November ‘21) she focussed on the ongoing 
challenges to the church, as well as the world, well after the conference is 
over. I quote from her newsletter below, where she begins with reflecting on 
her recent meetings with bishops from around the world in preparation for 
the Lambeth Conference [worldwide Anglican Communion Bishops’ 
Conference] in 2022. 
 “Next year’s theme [for the Lambeth Conference] is “God’s Church for God’s World”- 
Unsurprisingly our focus this week was: Being stewards of God’s creation. We continued to reflect 
on 1 Peter Ch 4:7-11. God, creator, and lover of our world is our reason to love and care for our 
world. That’s reason enough!  
“The bishop of Madagascar is in my Lambeth gathering group. He was unavailable this week, but I 
thought of him the day after our meeting, when I heard a news report on the severe famine in 
Madagascar, which was reported as being entirely due to climate change factors. I heard stories of 
young children crying out in hunger, believing themselves to be denied food by their carers; not 
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understanding that there simply is no food to give. Like a number of you, I imagine, I grew up with 
the echo of: ‘Eat up….There are starving people in India’. Stories like that of the current 
Madagascar plight bring this into sharper focus, right into our loungerooms. Perhaps because we 
live in a world where places “over there” (like India) are really not so far away after all, and so what 
we do “back here” matters.  

“One of our tasks in preparation for the gathering was to ask a few young people associated with 
the Church what their thoughts and awareness of climate change were, and what they believed 
should or could be the Church’s responsibility. It was encouraging to hear a 17yr old talk about how 
the Church must and can make sustainable choices and think of the future not just the present. Of 
the need for parishioners to eat sustainably, compost, and recycle. 

Other suggestions by this 17yr old for Church climate action included having banners outside 
church promoting climate change. Providing information about climate change action to 
parishioners. Engaging in community outreach and hobnobbing with local members and holding 
them to account. Creating a community garden or planting natives. None of this is rocket science 
and it’s all doable! And we’ve heard it before!! Nor did it seem particularly radical—since God, 
creator and lover of our world is our reason to love and care for our world, and we are God’s 
stewards of what has been given to us.” 

Bishop Kate also considers our response to God’s creation as one of hospitality.  

“Of course, and perhaps right now in particular, there’s something else about hospitality that we all 
need to be mindful of, and that is to ask ourselves whether we are “at home”-in other words, 
hospitable-with God’s creation. How do we show hospitality to our created world? And as we 
navigate bushfires and heat waves and earthquakes and food scarcity and, lately, wild storms, do 
we feel at one with creation?  

Sir David Attenborough, in a characteristically evocative speech to leaders at COP26, offered, 
perhaps inadvertently, a moving definition of hospitality. He exhorted those present to spend these 
2 weeks “…debating, negotiating, persuading compromising”, and added, “as you surely must.” 
This, surely is one way of being faithful to St Peter’s own exhortation: 
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gifts you have 
received….so that God may be glorified…” (4: v9, 11)”. 

Every blessing as together we navigate the challenges of climate change and our responses to it 
as individuals and as a church.                                    
              Reverend Wendy    Locum Vicar 

May the joy of the angels, 
The eagerness of the shepherds, 
The perseverance of the wise men, 
The obedience of Joseph & Mary, 
And the peace of the Christ Child, 
Be yours this Christmas.  
Merry Christmas everyone! 
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ADVENT QUIET MORNING  
Waiting Expectantly in Hope 
 St Peter’s Anglican Church Bundoora 
Saturday Dec 4th 2021. 9.30am-12.30pm 
Led by Revd Dr Wendy Crouch 

Advent is a season of four Sundays of preparation for the great 
summer festival of the nativity of Christ - Christmas.  

The word Advent means coming. In Advent we anticipate even more than the coming of a 
summertime baby! Advent recalls us to God’s comings in the past, God’s promise to shape the 
future, and God’s imprint on the present. We look back to the beginning, and look forward to the 
end, in order that we may live more authentically now. 

We need Advent because we are expectantly waiting. We need Advent to prepare ourselves to 
make room for Christ in us - no easy task at this time of the year when our culture is already 
celebrating Christmas, and preparing to go on holidays! 

The Quiet Morning will commence with a short Morning Prayer and then offer three short guided 
reflections interspersed with silent reflection in which participants can find a quiet sacred space in 
which to reflect. 

Morning Tea provided. All welcome. 	9 Lessons & Carols	
December	12th	at	7.00pm 

Nine Lessons and Carols, also known as the 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols and 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, is a 
service of Christian worship traditionally 
celebrated on or near Christmas Eve. The story 
of the fall of humanity, the promise of the 
Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in nine 
short Bible readings or lessons from Genesis, 
the prophetic books and the Gospels ... 
  

Children’s Service  
Christmas Eve (December 24th)  at 

7pm 
Carols  

at 10.30pm  followed by the  
Midnight Christmas Eucharist 

commencing at 11pm 
Christmas Day Eucharist 
Saturday 9am service only 

Sunday 26th December,  
First Sunday after Christmas,  

9am 

St Peter’s  Christmas Calendar
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Calendar  
Dependent on Covid restrictions 
Sunday 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist 
Wednesday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 9.30 a.m.  Sunday School 
Meditation - Saturday 10.00 a.m.   
Everyone is welcome.  Contact Ranjit 
Wijesinha for more information  
0403 654 549. 
Vasey House - Wednesday 11.00a.m. 
St Peter’s conducts a Church Service at 
Vasey House.   
Contact Sylvia 0425 971 179 
Blue Cross Aged Care - The Boulevard 
Mill Park 
A Communion Service is held on the 
second Tuesday of each month.  Contact 
the Vicar for details. 
Choir Practice - Thursday 7.30 p.m. In 
the Church (wearing masks is mandatory).  
Contact Ken Foggie - Choir Master  
0409 933 166 
Life Groups - Wednesday 8.00 p.m. 
Via Zoom. Please contact Shirley Nash 
0403 601 713 for details 
Messy Church - 4.00p.m. to 6.00p.m. 
4th Sunday of the month 
Messy Church is Christ-centred  
and welcoming to everyone - singles, 
adults, and families, not just children, 
focused on fun with craft, activities, 
stories and a meal to share together. 
Everyone from the community is 
welcome.  
YoYoFa Youth and Young Families 
Alternate months  
Contact Reena 0426 894 321 or Nicole 
0404 866 629 for details 
Conversation, Craft and Coffee - 2nd 
Friday of each month 2p.m. 
Tamil Service Every 3rd Sunday at 4p.m.

Social Committee  
Despite the difficulties encountered during the 
year, due to covid lockdowns, the social 
activities that were able to go ahead were 
enjoyed by parishioners and proved to be 
successful social events and fundraisers. 
raising overall a total of $4,576.35 
Starting 2021 with the Australia Day Breakfast, 
a belated Valentine’s Day Lunch, a Barbecue 
lunch under the olive trees and St Peter’s Day 
Pancake Lunch were most enjoyable and for 
those who appreciate a good meal, they were 
not disappointed. 
While the Trivia Night, the Christmas in July 
and High Tea events became non-events, all 
activities raised funds. All were enjoyed, and 
we were fortunate to have different groups 
present at different activities. 
It is also worth including the Bunnings BBQ. 
This was not a social event, but in practice, it 
was. There was an opportunity for meeting with 
other team members and the public on what 
was a most successful day in every way. 
Also successful were the Tesselaar Bulb Drive 
and the long awaited Raffle. 
Even though we could not proceed with things 
we had planned, those events that were 
possible were not only enjoyed by the 
participants but helped our fundraising very  
nicely.

Colouring in 
Competition  
This Advent, the Cross 
Keys Team is conducting 
a Colouring Competition. 
There are three age 
groups; 0-7years, 8-15 
years and 16 or more 
years. 
The picture is provided on 
Page 22 of this edition of Cross Keys.  
The colouring competition entries should be 
submitted to Reena, or placed on the table in 
the narthex, beside the other notices. 
Closing date will be Sunday 19th December and 
results advised at the Children’s Service 
on Christmas Eve 24th December. 
There will be small prizes for the winners of 
each section. ( Not a trip to London!)
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Wardens’ Report 
✦ The Incumbency Committee has completed their documentation of the Parish Profile and it 

has been forwarded to Bishop Kate. In addition, a list of desirable attributes/skills, which 
would assist us to go forward, was also provided. It is hoped that while it is Bishop Kate, who 
will choose our next vicar, we hope that our recommendations, on your behalf, will be given 
ample consideration. 

✦ At present we are seeking a vicar able to attend to our needs on five days a week basis, 
instead of the six days we have had in the past. It is hoped that in three years’ time we will be 
able to return to full time 

✦ Following the recent inspection of the vicarage, it was agreed by members of the Parish 
Council that it was due for a refresh. Very little has been done, in some areas over the last 
ten or more years and there are items that require attention.  At present progress is being 
made. 

✦ The report from our treasurer, which showed a financial result much better than anticipated 
was welcome news. The good news resulted from a number of grants received, in addition to 
the limited fundraising we were able achieve due to covid restrictions. 

✦ By the time parishioners read this news, the elections for Parish Council will be complete and 
the Annual Meeting will have been completed with the election of a new team for 2021-2022.  
We wish them well for the year ahead. 

✦ November provided the opportunity for some face to face (in Person) services to commence 
again, after a lengthy lockdown. This was an opportunity for a number of our parishioners to 
meet with our locum, Rev Dr Wendy Crouch. While she has been looking after us since the 
middle of August, few have had the opportunity to meet her and extend a welcome to her. 
Wendy is supposed to be working three days a week, but it has been necessary on a number 
of occasions to remind her, that it is only three and not six. 

✦ Sincere thanks and gratitude is expressed to all of the parishioners, who have kept the 
services going. Special thanks to Wendy for accepting the challenge, Leewa for her 
livestream work and readings, Margaret for the addition of music and the servers, who have 
turned up each week. 

✦ A gentle reminder, that opening up will not be without some difficulties. At this time, social 
distancing, masks, QR code at entry and vaccination checks will be required, until such time 
as the Diocese determines otherwise. 

✦ The Wardens, with all friends and parishioners of St Peter’s extend sincere condolences to 
the families of Jenny Edbrooke, Thia Wonson and Judith Fiddes, who sadly passed away in 
October. It has not been a good end to the church’s year.

                  

St	Peter’s	
Wardens	

Nicole	Beale	
Jeff	Cripps		

Sylvia	Peacock

A sincere “Thank you’ and our appreciation is extended to our Locum -   
Rev. Wendy,  for your leadership and compassion in leading St Peter’s  

through this transitional time. 
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Parishioners are welcomed back to worship at St Peter’s Bundoora 
Sunday the 7th November, was a special day. It was a 
return to church after months of lockdowns. 
As the parishioners gathered at the door, socially 
distanced, QR codes were logged in, vaccination status 
checked and then we were ready. 
A short formal welcome to Rev Dr Wendy Crouch our 
Locum, and her husband Brian, was a signal to begin. 
Having been appointed to St Peter’s in the middle of 
August, it was her first in person service with more than 
the same five people present.  The service included a 
celebration of All Saints Day and All Souls Day, which 
involved a reading of the names of the departed. Sadly, it was a long list.  It was obvious that 
parishioners were pleased to be back.  Fortunately, we were able to accommodate those in 
attendance utilising the church, narthex and the doors on the hall would have been opened if 
required.  We look forward to further easing of restrictions at which time we will be able to enjoy a 
cuppa and have a chat.

 

Renowned Anglican preaches at St Peter’s Bundoora 
The parishioners of St Peter’s extended a very warm welcome to Dr. 
Muriel Porter OAM at the 8.30a.m. and 9.00a.m. services on Sunday, 
14th November. Dr Porter is a renowned Anglican Liturgist, religion 
commentator, author of many books, and historian. Dr Porter is a 
Melbourne based journalist, a frequent contributor to The Age 
newspaper and The Melbourne Anglican diocesan newspaper, for 
which she mostly writes about issues concerning the Anglican Church 
of Australia. For the past twenty years she has been heavily involved 
in the governance of the Anglican Church of Australia. A laywoman, 
she is strongly committed to the cause of the ordination of women. Dr. 
Porter was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia for service to 
the community as an advocate for women's and social justice issues, 
and to the Anglican Church of Australia. You can watch this service 
again on YouTube - St Peter’s Bundoora.

 

Maintenance at the Vicarage

  
Carol

  
Cheryl

  
Jeff

The maintenance of the 
vicarage, as decided by 
the Parish Council, 
requires a great deal to 
be done.At present all 
efforts are being directed 
towards a clean, repair 
and repaint. 
To date, all main rooms 
have been washed, gaps 
filled and 
undercoated.With limited 
time, Nicole has been 
gathering quotes and 
directing much of the 
work. 
Thank you to the team. Two members of the team are busy with cleaning while a third is 

occupied with painting.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Church_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Church_of_Australia
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If you look for me at Christmas 
you won’t need a special star -  
I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, 
I’m right there where you are. 
You may not be aware of Me 
amid the celebrations -  
You’ll have to look beyond the  
stories and all the decorations. 
But if you take a moment 
from your list of things to do 
And listen to your heart you will  
find I’m waiting there for you. 
You’re the one I want to be with  
you’re the reason I came, 
And you’ll find Me in the stillness 
as I’m whispering your name.  
                                Love Jesus 

 

As we stand at the gate of a New Year 
2021 is fast drawing to a close and a New Year awaits. Now 
is the perfect time to look back with nostalgia and say 
goodbye to what has past, and to look forward with 
anticipation to the New Year which is dawning.  More so, this 
year, as we have experienced two years of living in a 
pandemic, now is the perfect opportunity to reflect and learn 
from the great lessons we have inherited from generations 
past.  As we pass through the Gate of the Year, no one 
person can know what the New Year will bring, but alone 
God knows.  In December 1939, as was the custom, King 
George VI addressed the nation on a BBC radio broadcast 
on Christmas Day, and, in the uncertain last days of 1939, 
the king spoke words of peace to calm his nation. He 
reminded them of the only true King, the One who can 
provide true peace and real rest in such troubled times.  As 
King George concluded his message of encouragement, he 
read the preamble of a poem that had been brought to his 
attention by his young daughter, Princess Elizabeth. 

God knows! 
I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year,  

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown”.  
And he replied “Go out into the darkness, and put your 

hand into the Hand of God.  
That shall be to you better than a light, and safer than a 

known way.” 
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly 

into the night. 
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in 

the lone East. 
The poem, ‘God Knows’, written by Minnie Louise Haskins 
and published in 1908.  Minnie was born in Gloucestershire 
in 1875. She served as a supervisor of women’s employment 
and industrial welfare in the First World War and then 
pursued an academic career lecturing in Social Science at 
the London School of Economics from 1919 to 1944.  She 
was also a keen amateur poet. However, it was not until King 
George VI quoted from “God Knows’ in his Christmas 
Broadcast that her verse came to public notice.  After the 
King’s Broadcast the verse was immortalised as a message 
of inspiration, especially during times of adversity.  Today the 
verse may be found engraved on a panel on the gates to the 
George VI Memorial Chapel, The Queen acknowledged that 
“These words meant so much to him and he hoped they 
would be remembered by all who dedicate themselves to the 
service of God and the nation”. More than eight decades 
have passed but the unshakable truths of this message 
remain. As the new year dawns, let us remember that God is 
our only safe harbour. He is our only true hope. He will lead 
and direct our lives when we put our trust in Him. He will light 
our path and direct our steps as we enter into the New Year.  

NEWS FLASH 
If you begin on December 1st and  
each day, read one Chapter of the 

Book of Luke in the Bible,  
you will have read  24 Chapters, 
and by Christmas Eve, you will 
have read the whole account of 

Jesus’s life and wake up on 
Christmas Morning knowing the 
true story of Who and Why we 

Celebrate Christmas. 
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Who is Who in the Pew - Arlene  Vyravipillai  
I was born and grew up in a place called Kopay, Jaffna on the Sri 
Lankan North Coast.  It is a moderately sized town and most of my 
parents’ siblings and our cousins lived on the same street.  I was one 
of 5 siblings and with numerous cousins about the same age living 
nearby, growing up was very pleasantly chaotic and so much fun.  It 
might come as a surprise to some, but I was very much a tomboy 
growing up – I was a very active cyclist and was involved in school 
sports.  One of my favourite memories is my brothers and I quietly 
“borrowing” my uncle’s motorbike and taking it for a spin around the 
block.  
My father worked in the government and his strong Christian faith 
informed every aspect of his life.  He converted to Christianity in his 
teenage years and since then applied his faith through adhering to principles of fairness and 
helping anyone who needs help, sometimes even at the expense of us going to school late. 
My mother was a housewife, and with 5 children and multiple house guests dropping in she had her 
work cut out for her.  She also had a very strong faith and helped enormously in the local 
community and the church community.  
Our family prayer time every day after dinner was very special in our lives.  With 5 siblings and 
mum and dad it was perfect number for one person to be assigned to lead the songs and prayers 
each day of the week.  My parents’ love for God, love for each other and their excellent 
representation of faith instilled a good foundation for my siblings and me when we were growing up. 
Our lives changed dramatically when the civil war in Sri Lanka in the 80’s started; us siblings went 
to different countries, leaving our parents behind.  My younger brother and me went to India to 
continue our schooling, and my older siblings went to London and South America.  I finished my 
schooling and Bachelor in English Literature degree in India.  For most of the time in India, I lived in 
school hostels and homestay arrangements.  It was an exciting adventure which I never even 
imagined, but also very isolating and scary at times particularly when we thought about our loved 
ones back home.  The most challenging time was when at the age of 21 I was visited by my dad in 
India and he passed away very suddenly, leaving me and my younger brother to arrange the 
funeral as none of my other siblings and Mum could attend.  It was a formative time for us both. 
After 5 years I went back to Sri Lanka and taught there for little while before moving to Australia.   I 
came to Australia in 1989 and loved it from the moment I landed and adapted to Australian life very 
quickly.  I did some volunteering work before starting to work in retail and later in the 
Commonwealth Public Service. 
I met my husband Rabindra in 1990 and we got married in 
1991 and moved into a house on Settlement Road in 
Bundoora.  A week after we moved in we walked to St 
Peters Church for the Sunday service and were warmly 
welcomed by everyone there, and 30 years later we still 
call it our Faith Home.  Both our children were baptised 
and confirmed here at St Peters. We have seen so many 
changes – 5 priests, few locum priests, new buildings, and 
growth in our congregation family to name a few. 
Our lives have been through so many changes but one 
thing always kept us in good stead which never changed 
is our faith in God.  So many people helped us from St 
Peters church and also the Tamil church which I am 
involved in throughout our faith journey, and with each 
situation and challenge in our lives, God has brought us 
closer to Him. 
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In Honour of Jennifer Edbrooke  
                            written by Sylvia Peacock 

Jennifer was born on the 7th October, 1942 and peacefully 
passed away on the 21st October, 2021.  Jenny was the loved 
wife of Lindsay (deceased) and dearly loved mother and mother 
in law of Andrew and Lara, David and Kathryn, Peter and 
Leanne. She was the beloved grandmother of William, Claire, 
Olivia, Jessica, James, Sarah, Luke, Gabrielle, Ella and Alister. 
Jenny will be dearly missed by her family and many enduring as 
well as recent friendship groups. 

Jennifer and her husband Lindsay Edbrooke first lived in Preston 
and attended church services at St. Mary’s East Preston.  Later 
they built their home in Alma Road Bundoora, about the same 
time that the St. Peter’s vicarage was being built. Once St. 
Peter’s tiny church was finished Jennifer and Lindsay started 
attending, while Jennifer was a teacher at a local primary school, teaching arts and crafts.  All her 
life Jennifer has been well-known for her beautiful needlework and craft. 

As part of the Young Wives Fellowship at St. Peter’s Jennifer lead the women into making 
beautiful cross-stitch kneelers for the church, which we still have today.  Later the Young Wives 
morphed into the Ladies Fellowship and Jennifer was president for many years.  Each meeting 
commenced and ended with prayers from the special Ladies Fellowship Prayer booklet, but in 
between there was often a guest speaker, or plenty of craft-work in preparation for the Church 
Fete and Christmas stalls. 

One year Jennifer organised a Quilt display in the Church hall, with quilts being suspended from 
the rafters and hung on the walls.  It was an amazing exhibition with Jennifer’s own quilts and 
those of her friends on display.  Jennifer’s own home was often a display in itself, with numerous 
dolls houses, immaculately furnished 

Each Christmas Jennifer would decorate her home from top to bottom, not a spare inch available 
in a magnificent Christmas spectacle. There were numerous Christmas trees, Nativity Scenes, 
drummer boys, stockings – it was wonderful.  Then one morning before Christmas Jennifer would 
open this wonderland to church ladies for a small fee, to raise money for The Ethiopian Fistula 
Hospital. 

Nor did Jennifer neglect her garden with all her craft work, especially her rear garden, which was 
full of beautiful plants as well as bird nesting boxes.  The church benefitted from this lovely 
garden as each February, the first social event on the church calendar, we held a spit roast in 
Jennifer’s garden.  After being tended by the men of the parish throughout the day, Parishioners 

would gather at dusk, often 30 or more and enjoy the beautiful 
meal. 

Jennifer was always a loyal friend and for fifty years she and three 
of the foundational members of St. Peter’s met every month for a 
meal. 

Jennifer’s beautiful and unique green altar frontal, made with her 
typical loving care is a lasting tribute to her life as a special St. 
Peter’s Parishioner. 

It has been sad to see the decline in Jennifer’s health, but she 
faced her illness with a courage that is an example to all of us.  
Rest in peace Jennifer.
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Vale Cynthia “Thia” Wonson 
                       written by Glenys Southurst 

Thia was born on the 22nd May 1931 in Heath Hayes, 
Staffordshire, England and passed away peacefully at 
her home in Bundoora, surrounded by her family on 
the 23rd October 2021.   Thia was loved and will be 
missed by her children David and Pippa, her Daughter-
in-Law Mary and her grandchildren, William, Amelia 
and Sarah. Thia is now reunited with her husband of 
62 years Harvey.  
Thia was evacuated to the country during World War 
11 and lived through the bombing of Coventry, leaving 
her with only what she stood up in.  In 1959, whilst in 
Vancouver, she met Harvey who won her heart.  
Thia, with her family, husband Harvey and teenage 
children David and Pippa, arrived in Australia from the 
UK in 1979.  Harvey had been sent out to work for 
Goodyear. They eventually settled in Elliot Court, Bundoora, and arrived at St Peter's that 
same year.  They soon became active participants of the St Peter's family; joining in all 
that St Peter's had to offer at that time. During this time Thia was a Consultant for Clinique 
cosmetics. 
Thia and Harvey contributed and participated in every Church Fete, Church Camps, 
Theatrical Performances, (who could forget their lyrical rendition together of “I Remember 
it Well”, Progressive Dinners, Trivia Nights, Retreats, Christian Formation Groups, 
Working Bees, etc. Thia loved the music at St Peter's. 
Thia was always “in charge” of changing the Altar Frontals, she also filled the Stoups with 
Holy Water and lit the Altar candles each week. So much so, that whenever she was away 
others would often forget to do these tasks because “Thia always did it”. Thia always 
tended to these tasks meticulously and respectfully and thought of it as a privilege. She 
undertook the role of cleaning the Church brass and silver (along with a few apprentices) 
at every Working Bee. 
During the 80's Thia undertook the Clinical Pastoral Education Course at the Alfred 
Hospital.  This led to her role of Pastoral Care within the Parish.  For a time she undertook 
Chaplaincy work at the Children's Hospital and for a longer time at Northpark Private 
Hospital. This work was interrupted for a period of time when Harvey's job dictated a 
move to Sydney for a couple of years.  However, Thia continued her Pastoral Care work 
at Westmead Hospital in Sydney. 
Upon their return, Thia and Harvey moved to Yallambie which was still close enough to 
remain as parishioners at St Peter's.  With renewed vigour, Thia returned to her role of 
Pastoral Care at Northpark Private Hospital and Parish visiting. She introduced Christian 
Meditation and led this group for more than twenty years, firstly in her own home then in 
the Meeting Room.  Thia introduced the concept of the Single Ladies' Luncheons and led 
a number of Retreats at Point Lonsdale.  
Thia had a healing touch and a listening ear.  She was a friend, confidant and counsellor 
to many people at St Peter's. She was quick witted, wise and had a great sense of 
humour.  Although her full participation waned over recent years, due to age and ill health; 
Thia will still be greatly missed by many at St Peter’s. 
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In Honour of Judith Ann Fiddes 
                                  written by Sylvia Peacock 
29.04.1939	–	27.10.2021	

Judith, or Judy as she was known to us, became a Parishioner at 
St. Peter’s later in her life and so our knowledge of her earlier life is 
very sketchy, but we do know that she was a person of courage and 
integrity. 

When Judy’s first husband, Mr. McDonald died, she was left a 
widow with three small boys to bring up by herself, Lucas, Cameron 
and Darren.  They lived in a small house in West Heidelberg and 
Judy often worked at two jobs to earn sufficient money to raise the 
family. 

Later when the boys were grown, Judy provided a home for young 
apprentices down from the country who worked at the Holden Car 
factory.  Being far from home at ages of 15 and 16 Judy took on the 
role of not only landlady, but guardian and mentor.  One boy in particular went off the rails one 
weekend, but Judy promptly brought him back on track.  She did it in such a kind way that as he 
grew to a young man, the boy continued to visit and keep in touch many years later. 

After this Norman Fiddes came on the scene and they married and settled into the Greville Road 
Village at Reservoir, Norm pursuing his computer interests and Judith enjoying the nearby church 
services at St. Mary’s East Preston. 

When St. Mary’s closed Judy and Norm started attending St. Peter’s.  Later, when Norm passed 
away Judy continued to come to St. Peter’s and it is evidence of her courage that even with a 
walking disability she came by tram.  Later Robert Lovell made sure that he gave her a lift to and 
from church each Sunday. 

As Judy’s health declined she became a resident at Bethel Aged Care in Plenty Road, but although 
she was visited there by Father Jobby and Sylvia, at various times, contact was restricted these last 
two years by the frequent lock-downs due to the COVID pandemic. 

The memory of Judy is of a kind, gentle and courageous woman. 

A prayer Service was held for Judith Ann Fiddes at St Peter’s Anglican Church on Monday 8th 
November followed by a Private Cremation.  

The parishioners of St Peter’s extend their sincere condolences to Judith’s family and friends. 

 

Message to our Adult Children 
My children ask me each year . . .  
“What do you want for Christmas?” 
After thinking about it, I decided to give them my 
real answer . . . 
I want you to keep coming around. 
I want you to ask me questions. Ask my advice.  
Tell me your problems.  
Ask for my opinion. Ask for my help.  
I want you to come over and rant about your 
problems, rave on about life, Whatever.  Tell me 
about your job. Your worries. Your classes  

I want  you to continue sharing your life with 
me.  
Come over and laugh with me, or laugh at me 
I really don’t care. Hearing you laugh is music 
to me.  
I want you to spend your money making a 
better life for you.  
I have the things I need. I want to see you 
happy and healthy.  
When you ask me what I want for Christmas I 
will now say : “Nothing, because you’re 
already been giving me the gift of you”.
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Papa Nova’s Special Christmas By Leo Tolstoy  
                                                                     – Recreated by Reena Thomas.  

This story is based on a verse from the Bible: Matthew 25:35: 
"For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,  

I was a stranger and you welcomed me..” 

On Christmas eve, in a small Russian village the lights started to 
appear in the shops and houses.  The thought that Christmas 
was just around the corner got the children excited.  
Old Papa Panov, was a shoemaker who lived in the small village. 
He was happy to see all the bright lights and sounds of 
happiness. The smell of Christmas food brought back fond 
memories of his wife and his own children when they were little 
but they were not with him anymore. He looked sad. Slowly but 
with a firm step he got back inside, pulled up the shutters and set 
a pot of coffee to heat on the charcoal stove. After he sat down in 

his big arm chair  
Papa Panov was not a frequent reader but being 
Christmas Eve, he pulled up the big old family Bible, 
put his spectacles on and read the Christmas story. 
He read how Mary and Joseph, though tired from their 
journey could not find any room to stay but just a 
cowshed where Mary gave birth to baby Jesus. Papa 
Panov, moved by this incident whispered to himself, 
“oh, dear, “if only they came here! I could have given 
them my bed and I could have covered the baby with 
my patchwork quilt to keep him warm” 
He then read about the wise men who visited baby 
Jesus with magnificent gifts. Papa Panov felt sad at 
the thought that he had no gift to give baby Jesus. 

Suddenly his face brightened, he got up, stretched his long arms and brought down a small, 
dusty box and opened it. Inside was a pair of flawless leather shoes. Papa Panov smiled and 
thought to himself – these were the best pair he had ever made. “I should give him these” he 
decided. He then put them away and sat down. 
Papa Panov was feeling tired as he read on, he felt sleepy. After a while he fell asleep. In his 
sleep he had a dream. He dreamt that someone was in his room and the person was Jesus. In 
his dream, Jesus spoke to him. He said to Papa Panov, that since he was wishing to see him, 
he should look for him tomorrow, being Christmas day. He also said that Papa Panov should 
look carefully for him, otherwise he may not recognise Jesus. 
Papa Panov woke up to the sound of bells and light coming in through the shutters. He said, 
“Bless my soul!”, “It’s Christmas day!” As he woke up he felt happy recalling his dream. He felt 
thrilled at the thought of Jesus visiting him- how would he look- a grown man, carpenter or the 
great king, God’s Son? He should watch out carefully to be able to see him he thought to 
himself. 
Papa Panov put on a special pot of coffee for his Christmas breakfast, pulled up the shutters 
and looked out of the window. There was no one up and about yet, except the road sweeper.  
He felt dejected and unhappy. He opened the shop door and let in the cool air. He shouted 
across the street cheerfully, “Come in and have some coffee and keep out the cold” 
The sweeper could not believe his ears. He quickly put the broom down, came into the room 
and sat by the warm stove. His old clothes warmed up as he clasped his red hands round the 
warm mug of coffee 
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Papa Panov watched the sweeper with contentment. 
Every now and then he looked out of the window 
looking for his special visitor. The sweeper asked, if he 
was expecting someone. Then Papa Panov told him 
about his dream. The sweeper said to him that he had 
cheered him up and may his dream come true. By the 
time the sweeper left it was almost dinner time and 
Papa Panov put on cabbage soup for his dinner. He 
went to the door again to see is someone was coming. 
He saw nobody special as he thought would be 
coming but he was mistaken. He noticed a little girl 
walking up the streets quietly looking very tired. As she 
came closer, he saw a baby in the girl’s arms. Papa 
Panov felt for them and invited the girl and the baby to his little home warmed up by the fire.  
The girl came in with the baby. Papa Panov offered to warm up some milk for the baby. He said 
to the girl- “I’ve had children of my own- I can feed her for you. “He took the warmed-up milk and 

fed the baby from a spoon, warming her feet 
by the stove at the same time. He then said, 
“she needs shoes”. Then the mother of the 
baby said she had no money to pay the 
cobbler and that she was on her way to the 
next village to get work.  All of a sudden 
Papa Panov thought about the little shoes he 
looked at last night. But he had kept it for 
Jesus but when he looked at the cold little 
feet he made up his mind.  
Papa Panov asked the mother to try the 
shoes on the baby’s feet. She did, they fitted 

perfectly, the baby and mother beamed with happiness. The mother said to the cobbler, “You 
have been so kind to us, “May all your Christmas wishes come true!” But he wondered if his 
Christmas wish would come true? Did he miss his visitor? He went outside again and looked 
across the street. He saw many familiar faces from the neighbourhood and some beggars. He 
fetched soup and a big chunk of bread for them in a hurry, in case he missed out on his special 
visitor. 
Soon night fell. He strained his eyes through the door to see is anyone showed up at his door. 
But no one came as most people were indoors by then. Finally, Papa Panov put up the shutters 
and sat down tired and weary in his arm chair and let out a sigh thinking it was all a dream and 
Jesus had not come to visit him. All of a sudden, he felt he was not alone in the room and he felt 
Jesus talking to him. He was wide awake and he seemed to 
pass a long stream of people before his eyes – He saw the 
old road sweeper, the young mother with the baby and the 
beggars he fed. As they passed, each whispered, “Didn’t 
you see me, Papa Panov?” 
"Who are you?" he called out, bewildered. Jesus’ voice- the 
voice from the dream said - "I was hungry and you fed me," 
he said. "I was naked and you clothed me. I was cold and 
you warmed me. I came to you today in every one of those 
you helped and welcomed." After a while everything went 
quiet and still, just the noise of the ticking clock. Papa 
Panov’s heart was filled with joy and happiness that he 
started singing and dancing with joy and said to himself, “He 
came after all”.
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Preparing for Christmas 
Christmas is difficult to celebrate. There’s just 

so much working against the Christian 
proclamation of Christ’s Incarnation. The good 
news is barely audible above the roar of 
background noise that permeates our culture. The 
Crib has been appropriated by advertisers and 
traders, its deep and radical truth overshadowed 
by sentimentalism. By Midnight Mass the carols 
have already been flogged to death. The religion 
of the family can be overbearing – families can be 
crushingly demanding, or painfully absent. There’s 
so much pressure, so much work to complete 
before the summer holidays, so many parties and 
special events, so many demands. I hear many 
people say they’ll breathe a sigh of relief on the 
26th December “when it’s all over”! What a 
tragedy!The clash of rhythms that Christians feel 
in December in particular is to be expected. This 
state of affairs is probably more like that which 
prevailed for the church in its first centuries, well 
before the blessing of Christianity by imperial 
powers. Christians should expect to be singing a 
different song, to be living by a different rhythm. 
All this is perfectly normal, for Christians live in 
the world, but not of the world. For Christians the 
Light of Incarnation transfigures all reality – our 
culture’s ubiquitous noise, December over-
consumption, the schmaltz of carols-muzak, 
obsessive over-work, even the demands of 
families.  

 The liturgies of Advent-Christmas-Epiphany are 
the sacred container in which the Christian 
community catch glimpses of that Light. You are 
warmly invited to the liturgical celebrations of 
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany at St Peter’s.  May 
the season’s rich liturgies, Biblical texts, and 
unique symbols illumine you in the midst of noise 
and tension. May we all pray with the earliest 
disciples: Marana tha!  O Lord, come! 

ADVENT:   
Expectation 

As Christmas trees are lighted, 
as people rush to shop, and send their cards, 

as Christmas songs are heard everywhere; 
keep us close to You, 

that the One whose coming we celebrate, 
Jesus Christ,  

may be honoured by all we do. Amen. 
As a season of the church’s year, Advent began to 
emerge in the 4th century. It has undergone many 

reforms since, until coming to rest in much of 
the church today as a season of four 
Sundays before Christmas.  For a long time 
Advent was associated with penitence and 
fasting, and it’s four Sundays had the 
sobering themes of ‘death’, ‘judgement’, 
‘heaven’ and ‘hell’.  
But Advent is not Lent. In more recent times 
the penitence theme has been balanced by 
the great proclamation of the Advent gospels 
– hope and expectation. Advent is a call to 
wake up from our slumber, an invitation into 
consciousness, to look and listen, eyes wide 
open to the world, for the One who is coming, 
indeed the One already among us – to wake 
up to the call to become, with Mary, God-
bearers in our time and place. 
To all who feel fearful, anxious, or 
overwhelmed by the events of the world, and 
particularly more recently the COVID-19 
pandemic, the liturgical year offers the 
medicine of the Advent gospels. Here we find 
God in the midst of human crisis, decision 
and catastrophe. In this world God’s 
promises are full of realistic and grace-filled 
hope. In Advent we are invited to clear 
enough space in our hearts and minds to 
listen to God’s word of hope. Advent invites 
us into a journey of listening and looking, of 
entering, with Mary and Joseph, into a world 
of chaos, uncertainty, and promise.   
Preparing at home 
How can we prepare ourselves so that 
Christmas is not merely a relief to have out of 
the way? One way is to keep Christmas out 
of Advent, as much as that is possible in our 
culture. It helps to wait until the week before 
Christmas, or, better still Christmas Eve, 
before setting up the Christmas Tree and 
Crib. Mark Advent using a prominently-
placed Advent Wreath. An Advent Wreath 
has four coloured candles (purple or or blue), 
one for each of the Sundays of Advent, and a 
large white candle in the centre for Christ. 
The daily lighting of candles, and the gradual 
increase in light as each week arrives, can 
be a source of great excitement, 
prayerfulness and anticipation – for children 
and adults alike. Christmas Eve can then be 
the long-awaited moment for lighting the 
Christ Candle.  

Advent  Christmas  Epiphany -a Guide to the Season
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Other possibilities include Advent Calendars 
and Jesse Trees. The Advent Calendar helps 
to remind us that it’s not the number of 
‘shopping days to Christmas’ that makes this 
an important time, but the days of grace that 
prepare us for Incarnation.  A Jesse Tree 
depicts David (the son of Jesse) at the root of a 
tree whose branches hold the prophets and 
saints who prepared for the birth of Jesus, son 
of Mary. It recalls us to the fact that Jesus did 
not ‘spring from nowhere’, but stood on the 
shoulders of a long line of God’s kings, priests, 
prophets, women and men who took great 
risks for God.  These people for centuries had 
been proclaiming God’s justice and speaking 
God’s words. The use of blue ribbon around 
the Wreath is a way of making Advent 
distinctive. Come Christmas, bring out gold or 
white ribbon or cloth to surround the Wreath. 
The Wreath and Crib can remain the focus for 
the whole of Christmas-Epiphany time. 
Making space to pray 
By December most people are feeling under a 
great deal of pressure.  So many things to do. 
So many people to catch up with. So many 
cards to post.  So many work parties.  How can 
we possibly notice the Lord’s coming when we 
have filled every minute of every day with 
activity?  Make time and space during Advent. 
Set aside time each day for reading, prayer 
and reflection. Or if you are becoming too busy, 
just be silent and still.  Consider praying at 
home using one of the ‘daily offices’ from the 
Prayer Book – Morning and/or Evening Prayer 
for each weekday, A Service of the Light, or 
Prayer at the End of the Day. Or, when 
possible, join with the parish community for the 
midweek Wednesday 9.30am Eucharist. 
A Service of the Light 
For the faithful Jew the day begins at sundown; 
Sabbath worship begins on Friday evening with 
the tradition of a blessing over lighted candles. 
The Service of Light is an ancient form of 
Christian prayer, probably a sign of the 
originally close link between the worship of 
synagogue and church. Primarily a 
thanksgiving for the light, a celebration of 
Christ the Light, it was prayed in homes as well 
as in church. The blessing of God over the 
lighting of evening lamps may have been the 
‘evening prayer’ of the people of God in the 
early centuries. Its principal elements are the 
lighting of candles, meditation on the Word, 

silence, and prayers. A Service of the Light is a 
lovely way of preparing ourselves for the 
Sunday Eucharist. You will find this short liturgy 
in A Prayer Book for Australia. 

CHRISTMAS:  
Enfleshment 

Loving Word of God, 
you have shown us 

the fullness of your glory 
in taking human flesh. 

Fill us, in our bodily life, 
with your grace and truth; 

that our pleasure may be boundless 
and our integrity complete; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Christmas is so familiar to us that it is hard to 
imagine our world without it. Beginning with a 
3rd century appropriation of the old pagan mid-
winter solstice festival, celebrating not the sun 
but the ‘unconquered Son’, Christmas is 
perhaps the most successful example of 
‘syncretism’ (the appropriation of others’ 
religious or philosophical practices). Given 
these origins, perhaps we ought not be 
surprised in this Post-modern era that 
Christmas is no longer only a Christian festival. 
Worship of ‘God with us’ jostles for a place 
alongside worship of ‘the family’, ‘the market’, 
globalism, ‘nation state’, technology, sport, 
‘celebrities’. So it’s not surprising that by 
December 26 the commercial world is packing 
away the Christmas decorations, already 
gearing itself up for January sales, setting off 
for holidays at the beach. Why keep with 
Christmas Crib and carols?  
Christians do not just commemorate a single 
historical moment, but an eternal mystery. The 
depths of the mystery of Incarnation cannot be 
packed away conveniently on ‘Boxing Day’. 
When Christmas is merely a historical 
commemoration, Incarnation is emptied of its 
transformative power, the impact of the saving 
event is removed from the present. The mystery 
is relegated to the realm of make-believe, of 
tinsel, shop windows, children’s pantomimes, 
and songs that trivialise. But Jesus’ “birthday” 
only has meaning when it has a reference point 
in the present and ongoing time, God taking 
human flesh in the here and now  – 
enfleshment-in-the-making in us. 
The Paschal mystery is the backdrop for 
Christmas. From the first moments of the Christ 
child’s human existence, we see in flesh 
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redemptive love that will be fully revealed on the 
cross. This child who ‘was born for us’, also 
confronts us with choice – acceptance or 
rejection of the call to become God-bearers.  
In Christmastime the liturgical calendar surprises 
us with the feast days it gives us in the days 
following Christmas day – Saint Stephen, the first 
martyr, on December 26; the Holy Innocents on 
December 28. This flesh-taking is full of risk and 
danger! ‘God with us’ is a risk-taking God!	
Crib 
Every Christian home should be distinguished by 
a Christmas Crib at the heart of the Christmas 
decorations.  Christmas Cribs have been popular 
ever since Saint Francis ‘invented’ them, at Assisi 
in the 13th century, setting up a life sized stable 
with real people and real animals.  We all know 
about cribs. They are	everywhere. Some are 
even quite ‘realistic’.  Actually, no one knows 
what the Bethlehem scene would really have 
looked like. In any event, the celebration of 
Incarnation is not an exercise in historical re-
enactment. The Crib is neither mere historical 
data nor sentimental art. Crib scenes used to 
help make the “Christmas trading atmosphere” 
have nothing to do with Christ. The point of 
making a Christmas Crib is not so that we can 
fondly remember childhood. We do not look at it 
to admire its beauty, or prettiness, or detail. The 
point is not that we look at the Crib at all, in fact! 
The Crib is really more like an icon, which is not 
‘art’ in the popular sense of the term. Rather than 
us looking at the Crib, the Crib looks at us. An 
icon looks at us, asking us: where do we stand in 
this sacred space? We cannot remain passive 
spectators: the icon invites active participation. 
Rather than the household Crib being a 
decoration, it needs to be a place of prayer and 
contemplation, a place that invites us into the 
sacred story of the birth of God in human form.  
Make sure you don’t put the Christ Child in the 
Crib until Christmas Eve!  Prayer around the Crib 
is natural and easy, although silence and 
contemplative looking may be just as important. 
Make a focus of your Crib and use this simple 
prayer as you look at it,-  

May the humility of the shepherds,  
the perseverance of the wise men,  

the joy of the angels,  
the faith of Mary,  

and the peace of the Christ Child  
be God’s gifts to all this Christmastime. 

Amen 

Children 
Children love Christmas, of course. Stars, 
Magi, miraculous birth and angels are no big 
surprise to children. Yet they need to know 
that these things are the work of the loving 
God whose Son Jesus Christ comes among 
us, not the work of Myer, Coca Cola, and the 
purchasing power of dollars. They need to 
know that ‘the Christmas spirit’ is not 
something you can buy for them, nor a matter 
of being ‘good enough’ to deserve presents, 
nor even a mere family occasion. As adults 
we can help our children by making Advent 
central in our homes. We can do this with 
Advent candles and wreath, calendars, Jesse 
Trees, and daily prayer – by letting Advent be 
Advent – and by preparing them for the 
Midnight Mass. Children also have an 
amazing endurance and stamina when it 
comes to the big events of life. The Midnight 
Mass is a great event - the first Eucharist of 
Christ’s Incarnation! We see and feel Christ’s 
dazzling light penetrating the darkness of the 
first hour of Christmas Day. Why deprive 
children of this great experience! Creative 
approaches to present opening can help. 
Bringing pillows, special toys, cuddly blankets 
and the like to Midnight Mass can not only 
help children feel more at home, but also help 
anxious adults relax! 
Midnight Mass 
When the time is ripe, when we have 
prepared our hearts and minds, we keep the 
ancient feast of Christ’s Mass – the first 
eucharist of the Incarnation. Gathered in 
darkness to greet the coming Light, our eyes 
see things we do not notice in broad daylight. 
We process to the Christmas Crib. Dazzled in 
the darkness, our hearts are opened to 
unexpected Presence. This is THE Christmas 
liturgy – there is no substitute!  

EPIPHANY :  
Manifestation 

O God, the source of all insight, 
whose coming was revealed to the nations 

not among men of power  
but on a woman’s lap: 

give us grace to seek you  
where you may be found, 

that the wisdom of this world  
may be humbled, 

and discover your unexpected joy. Amen. 
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The birth event remains an ‘in-house’ affair until 
foreigners and outsiders are drawn to the Christ. 
The Feast of the Epiphany – ‘the manifestation of 
Christ’ – in the Western church recalls the visit of 
the Magi to pay homage to the Christ child at 
Bethlehem. In the church of the East, however, 
Epiphany is more revered than Christmas, and is 
focussed around the Lord’s baptism, the 
manifestation of Jesus as God’s well-beloved Son. 
Nevertheless, in both East and West it is 
Christology that matters – Who is this ‘Christ’? 
Where has he come from? What is he for? To 
what does he invite us? The Christmas tree and 
other decorations are removed on the Feast of the 
Epiphany, 6 January (the twelfth day of 
Christmas).  The Crib, however, remains our 
central seasonal symbol until Candlemass (2 
February). 
The word ‘epiphany’ means ‘a showing of God’s 
presence’, and so the revealing to the Magi at the 
Crib was really just one of many epiphanies. 
Therefore, during the Sundays of Epiphany we 
reflect on this revealing of God’s presence, 
meditating upon the significance of the ‘light that is 
coming into the world’ – through the visit of the 
Magi; in Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan; in John’s 
declaration that there is one who is coming who 
will baptise with Holy Spirit and fire; in Jesus’ first 
sign at Cana; in Jesus’ declaration in his 
hometown synagogue that Isaiah’s prophecy has 
been fulfilled; and, finally, in the presentation of the 
child Jesus in the Temple at Jerusalem, on the last 
Sunday of Epiphany, CandleMass. 
Epiphany reflections remain focussed around the 
Crib. The white and gold colours of Christmas 
adorn our worship area. We continue to sing 
Christmas songs, because in these Sundays of 
Epiphany we are reflecting on the implications of 
Incarnation. Epiphany is not merely an exercise in 
history, however interesting that may be. Epiphany 
reminds us that God reveals God-self to us, here 
and now, by many and varied ways. Like the Magi, 
we are to use knowledge and reason in order to 
find the Christ child, yet in the end the journey that 
leads to Christ can only be completed by risk – 
which is the gift of faith – offering to Christ the gold 
of our love, the incense of our prayer, and the 
myrrh of our willingness to bear the cross. 
Candle Mass 
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany concludes with the 
bittersweet Feast of CandleMass (2 February), 
haunted by the prophet Malachi’s question: ‘Who 
can endure the day of the Lord’s coming?’  We 

rejoice with Anna and Simeon at the revelation 
of the Christ, yet Simeon hints at where this 
leads. Candlemass turns our faces from 
womb and crib to tomb and cross. We 
celebrate Christmas only because of Easter. 
Old Simeon holds in his hands the Light of the 
world – so at Candlemass we kindle our own 
lamps from the Light, rejoicing in the Light 
who is coming into our world.   

What good is it to me 
if Mary is full of grace  

and I am not full of grace?  
What good is it to me  

for the Creator to give birth to his Son  
if I do not also give birth to him  
in my own time and my culture? 

Meister Eckhart, 15th century 
Resources drawn from:  
The Promise of His Glory: Services and 
Prayers for the Season from All Saints to 
Candlemas, London: Church House 
Publishing, 1991; 
Perham M, Stevenson K, Welcoming the Light 
of Christ, London: SPCK, 1991; 
Prayers by Janet Morley, All Desires Known, 
London: SPCK, 1992; 
Icons by Robert Lentz, Christ in the Margins, 
Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 2003. 
St John’s Anglican Church Camberwell 
The Christmas Tree  
Christmas trees come in many shapes and 
sizes and kinds, eg.fir trees, gum trees. If 
possible it should be a real tree. Trees can be 
decorated in all sorts of ways.  Making 
decorations can be wonderful, and carefully 
unearthing family treasures for the tree is very 
special. Turning on the lights for the first time 
can be a special moment. Choose the 
moment carefully, and make something of the 
event. Perhaps you might like to say a little 
prayer as you look at the lights - tiny 
reflections of the Light -  

God in the night, God at my right, 
God all the day, God with me stay. 

God in my heart, never depart, 
God with Your might 

keep us in light through the dark night.  
Amen 

Christmas decorations traditionally remain in 
place for the twelve days of Christmas, or 
through to Epiphany. The Circle of Light and 
the Christmas Crib could remain as focal 
points for devotion in the home through the 
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forty days until Candlemass, the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord, on the 2nd February.  

Praying the Advent Wreath 
The four coloured candles represent other 
people who have waited for the birth of Christ, 
just like us.  The white candle at the centre of 
the Wreath is the Christ Candle, sign of 
Emmanuel, God-with-us.  On each of the four 
Sundays we light a new candle, and on 
Christmas Eve we light the Christ Candle.  All 
five candles burn throughout Christmastime 
which lasts until Candlemas at the end of 
January.  
The first Candle : Patriarchs and 
Matriarchs  
The first candle is for our mothers and fathers in 
faith, from Sarah and Abraham down through 
the ages of salvation history.  All sorts of people 
have helped for a better world - where God is 
served, where the earth is cared for and its 
resources wisely used.  As you light this candle 
you might like to pray : 

Lord Jesus, Light of the world, 
born a Jewish child in Bethlehem,  
born to know God and love God: 
Lord Jesus, Light of the world, 

to be born in us this Christmastime  
and help us serve God with you always.  

Amen  
The Second Candle : The Prophets  
The Prophets are women and men who look 
around them, see clearly what is true and false, 
and alert the rest of us!  They are uncomfortable 
people because they disturb our complacency, 
and stir us to action.  It’s no good just talking 
about injustice.  We have to do something!  
Prophets want Jesus to come because the 
presence of Jesus ignites love in human hearts 
and invites God to re-order the world at our 
hands.  As you light the first candle, use the 
same prayer as before, and this new one as you 
light the second candle, and daily thereafter -  

Lord Jesus, Light of the world, 
the prophets said You would bring peace 

and save God’s people: 
stir us up to work for justice 

and make us Your peacemakers 
on Christmas Day and every day. 

Amen 
The Third Candle : John the Baptiser 

John was the last of a long line of Hebrew 
prophets, and he influenced Jesus 
dramatically.  He called the people to change 

of heart: they must give up their selfish ways, 
and turn to God, and start out again as 
forgiven people.  John prepared the way for 
Jesus to come, and we can do the same today.  
Light the first candle and be quiet, and say the 
first prayer. Then the second. Now light the 
third candle and say this new prayer today, and 
every day this coming week -  

Lord Jesus, Light of the world.  
John told the people to prepare  

because You were very near: 
as Christmas grows closer day by day  

help us and everyone to be ready  
and welcome You into our hearts now. 

Amen 
The Fourth Candle : Blessed Mary 
Mary of Nazareth was an ordinary young 
Jewish girl who loved God and wanted God’s 
love to fill her heart.  God filled her to 
overflowing with the presence of Jesus.  She 
conceived Jesus in her mind before she 
conceived him in her womb, and we too can 
carry Jesus inside us like Mary.  He can 
influence everything we think and do and say, 
and he can reach out through our hands to 
touch and heal the people we meet.  Stop and 
be quiet. Light the first three candles.  Now 
light the fourth candle, say the familiar prayers. 
adding the new one for this week -  

Lord Jesus, Light of the world,  
blest is Mary Your mother and ours; 

be born in us this Christmastime 
that we may carry You with grace 

to the waiting world.  Amen 
The Christ Candle 
The Christ Candle should not be lit until late on 
Christmas Eve or early on Christmas Day.  The 
Advent Wreath might then be the centre piece 
on your Christmas table, and all five candles 
can be lit. You may need some new candles by 
now.  It is quite important that the Wreath 
continues to be used through the whole of 
Christmastime.  Here is a new prayer to add to 
your collection at the lighting of the Christ 
Candle and on the forty days of Christmas ;         

Lord Jesus, Light of Light, 
You have come among us, 
born in us at this holy time: 
help us live by Your Light 

to shine as lights in Your world.  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace and good will. 
Amen 
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21. Is it true that Christmas wasn’t 
celebrated for over 300 years after 
Jesus died? 

22. What is the festival that concluded the 
twelve days of Christmas? 

23. The liturgical colour of the candle and 
vestments on the third Sunday of 
advent changes from purple to what 
colour?

24. What is the Jewish festival that most 
closely coincides with the Christian 
festivals of Advent and Christmastide?

25. The Christmas carol, Silent Night was 
written when a parish organ broke 
down. What instrument first 
accompanied the carol? 

26. Is it true that the story of the Little 
Drummer Boy is found in the book of 
Mark. 

27. Who was the composer of Messiah, an 
Oratorio often sung around Christmas 
time.

28. What is the processional Carol that 
traditionally begins the Christmas Eve 
service at Kings College, Cambridge?

29. Who introduced the Christmas tree 
tradition to Britain?  

30. Which Duke of Normandy was crowned 
king of England on Christmas Day? 

Answers
1. Luke
2. Gabriel
3. Nazareth
4. Bethlehem
5. Bethlehem
6. City of David
7. Approximately 100 kilometres. It  would 

have have taken them at least five days. 
8. The Bible does not specify, but it is 

commonly depicted as Mary traveling on a 
donkey with Joseph walking beside her. 

 

Christmas Quiz: 

1. Where in the Bible do we read about the 
Birth of Jesus?  

2. Which archangel announced the 
incarnation to Mary? 

3. In which city did Mary and Joseph live?
4. Where was Joseph originally from?  
5. Which city did Mary and Joseph travel to 

for the Census? 
6. Was Bethlehem known as the City of 

Abraham.  
7. How many miles did Mary and Joseph 

travel to get to the place where Jesus 
was born?  

8. How did Mary and Joseph travel to 
Bethlehem? 

9. According to Luke, who were the first to 
hear of the birth of Jesus?

10. How many angels spoke to the 
shepherds?

11. What sign were the shepherds supposed 
to look for when searching for Jesus? 

12. Were sheep and other barn animals 
present at Jesus’ birth.

13. Who followed a star to find Jesus?
14. In which direction did the wise men travel 

going to Jerusalem?  
15. How many wise men were there? 
16. What else did the wise men do aside 

from give Jesus gifts? 
17. What gifts did the wise men bring to 

baby Jesus? .
18. Were the three wise men present at 

Jesus’ birth?  
19. When Herod decreed the slaughter of 

infants in Bethlehem in what country did 
the Holy Family seek asylum?

20. Was Jesus born on the 25th December? 
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NEEDED URGENTLY!  
Anglicare is in need of non perishable food. 
Items such as Chunky Soups, 2 Minute 
Noodles, small t ins of Tuna, t inned 
Vegetables, Muesli Bars, Baked Beans and 
Spaghetti, Oat sachets and Long Life Milk. 
new Underwear and new Socks for males, 
females and children and toiletries would be 
appreciated. Also, as Christmas approaches 
please consider giving to Anglicare’s Toy & 
Gift Appeal and including a Christmas food 
item would be appreciated. Please bring 
your donations to the Church.
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9. Shepherds 
10.One
11. A baby lying in a manger wrapped in 

swaddling clothes. 
12.The Bible does not specify which, if 

any, animals were in the stable at 
Jesus’ birth.

13.The wise men
14.Westward 
15.It is not specified but assumed to be 

three, as three gifts were given to 
Jesus

16.They knelt down and worshipped him 
17.Gold, incense and myrrh
18.No, it took them some time to travel to 

Bethlehem
19.Egypt
20.The Bible does not state the exact 

date of Jesus’ birth.
21.The first Christmas was celebrated on 

December 25th, 336 A.D. 
22.Epiphany
23.Pink
24.Hanukkah 
25.Guitar
26."The Little Drummer Boy" is a 

Christmas song written by the 
American Katherine Kennicott Davis in 
1941.

27.G. F. Handel
28.Once in Royal David’s City
29.Prince Albert husband of Queen 

Victoria
30.William the Conqueror

Wishing everyone a very  

 and a 
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- Colouring In Competition - 

Name :


